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The ter Panchay@j inIhdia signifies the system of
C - ent.

rural lo

It has been established in all the states of India by the Acts
of the state legislatures to build democracy at the grass

root level.

It is entrusted with rural development. It was
constitutionalised through thonstitutional
Amendment Act of
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Evolution of Panchayati:
1. Raj Balwant Rai Mehta Committee (Jan-1957)

The committee submitted its report in Novem
recommended the establishment of &
panchayati raj system— @

ayat at the village level,
panchayat samiti at the block level and

__—/

zila parishad at the district level.(3
JISTHC
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Rajasthan was the first state to establish Panchayati Raj.
The scheme was.inaugurated by the prime minister on
October 2, n Nagaur district.

Rajasthan was followed by-Andhra Pradesh, which also
adopted the system i @
Thereafter, most of thestates adopted the system.
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chairmanship of Ashok Mehta.

It submitted its report in August 1978 and made 132
recommendations to revive and strengthen the declining
panchayati raj system in the country.
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Ashok Mehta said The three-tie
should be replaced by th &
parishad at the district leve 4
panchayat consisting of a group of villages.

tem of panchayati raj

3eMeh AT o Hgl 6 TaIdl o Hr FENT cgaear s
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ol (1)  Fseamass
This act has added a new the Constitution of
India.

This part is entitled as ‘The Panchayats’ and consists of
provisions from Article{IZ43 to 243 O.

This schedule contains onal items of the
panchayats. It deals with-Article 243-G.
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Reservation of Seats

The act provides for the res ' ats for
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in every
panchayat (i.e., at all the three levels) in proportion of
their population to the total population in the panchayat

area.

Further, the state legislature shall provide for the
reservation of offices of chairperson in the panchayat at
the village or any other level for the SCs and STs.
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The act provides for the reservation of not less than one-
third of the total number of seats for women (including

the number of seats reserved for women belonging the
SCs and STs).

Further, not less than one-third of the total number of

offices of chairpersons in the panchayats at each level
shall be reserved for women.
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IMUNICIPALITIE
OF INDIA
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mendment Act of his Act has added a new
tion of

o the Constitu India.

This schedule contains ¢
municipalities. It deals v
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dN MA’O L An Initiative by 3THIISIIC
'hree Types of Municipalities

The act provides for the constitution of the following
three types of municipalities in every state.

(1. A agar panc ay (by whatever hame called) for a
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CONSTITUTIONAL &
NON CONSTITUTIONAL

BODIES IN'INDIA
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The Election Commission is a permanent and an
independent body established by the Constitution of India
directly to ensure free and fair elections in the country.

IRANET 32T A FaAT AR fAsuey Iera gARTd wa &
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tlcle 324 of the Constitution provides that the power of

74
(@%ﬂld h
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dence, direction and control of elections to

parliament state legislatures, the office of president of India
and the office of vice-president of India shall be vested in the
election commission.
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Composition Article 324 of the Constitution has made the
following provisions with r /gard to the composH

election commlsig(qh%@o\?o @/k ?

1. The Electlon Commission shall consist of the chi
election commissioner and such number of other election
commissioners, if any, as the president may from time to
time fix.

35
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2. The appointment of the chief election commissioner
and other election commissioners shall be made by the
president.

3. When any other election commissioner is so appointed,
the chief election commissioner shall act as the chairman
of the election commission.
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4. The president may also appoint after consultation with
the election commission such regional commissioners as

he may consider necessary to assist the election
commission.

5. The conditions of service and tenure of office of the
election commissioners and the regional commissioners
shall be determined by the president.
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Since its inception in 1950 and till 15 October 1989, the
election commission functioned as a single member
body consisting of the Chief Election Commissioner.

On 16 October 1989, the president appointed two more
election commissioners to cope with the increased work
of the election commission on account of lowering of
the voting age from 21 to 18 years.
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Thereafter, the Election Commission functioned as a
multimember body consisting of three election commissioners.

However, the two posts of election commissioners were
abolished in January 1990 and the Election Commission was
reverted to the earlier position.
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Again in October 1993, the president appointed two more
election commissioners.

Since then and till today, the Election Commission has
been functioning as a multi-member body consisting of
three election commissioners.
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Article 324 of the Constitution has made the following

provisions to safeguard and ensure the independent and
impartial.

The chief election commissioner is provided with the
security of tenure.

He cannot be removed from his office except in same
manner and on the same grounds as a judge of the
Supreme Court
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In other words, he can be removed by the president on the
basis of a resolution passed to that effect by both the
Houses of Parliament with special majority, either on the
ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity.

Thus, he does not hold his office till the pleasure of the
president, though he is appointed by him.
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Finance Commission
Of India

50
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‘ rtlcle 280 0' the Constitution of India provides
ora+inance Commission as a quasi judicial
body.

It is constituted by the president of India every
fifth year or at such earlier time as he considers
necessary.
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Composition

The Finance Commission consists of a chairman and four
other members to be appointed by the president.

They hold office for such period as specified by the
president in his order.

They are eligible for reappointment.
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The chairman should be a person having experience in
public affairs and the four other members should be
selected from amongst the following:

1. A judge of high court or one qualified to be appointed
as one.
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2. A person who has specialised knowledge of finance
and accounts of the government.

3. A person who has wide experience in financial matters
and in administration.

4. A person who has special knowledge of economics.
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Functions

The Finance Commission is required to make
recommendations to the president of India on the
following matters:

1. The distribution of the net proceeds of taxes to be
shared between the Centre and the states, and the
allocation between the states of the respective shares of

such proceeds.
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2. The principles that should govern the grants-in-aid to
the states by the Centre (i.e., out of the consolidated fund
of India).

3. The measures needed to augment the consolidated fund
of a state to supplement the resources of the panchayats
and the municipalities in the state on the basis of the
recommendations made by the state finance commission.

4. Any other matter referred to it by the president in the
interests of sound finance.
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The commission submits its report to the president.

It must be clarified here that the recommendations made
by the Finance Commission are only of advisory nature
and hence, not binding on the government.
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The Constitution of India((Article 14 rovides for an
independent office of the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG).

He is the head of the Indian Audit and Accounts
Department.

He is the guardian of the public purse and controls the
entire financial system of the country at both the levels—
the Centre and the state.
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Appointment an

The CAG is appointed by the president of India by a
warrant under his hand and seal.

The CAG, before taking over his office, makes and
subscribes before the president an oath.
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He holds office for a period of six years or upto
the age of 65 years, whlcheve%s earlier.

(ol % . B Qe )
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~ Attorney-General Of
India(Article-76)
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The Constitution (Articlas provided fo—rj

the office of the Attorney General for India.
He is the highest law officer in the country;/
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Appointment and Term

The Attorney General (AG) is appointed by the
president.

He must be a person who is qualified to be
appointed a judge of the Supreme Court.
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In other words, he must be a citizen of India and
he must have been a judge of some high court
for five years or an advocate of some high court
for ten years or an eminent jurist, in the opinion
of the president.
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Howeve e Attorney General is not a full-time
or the Government. He does '

the category of government servants. Further,
he is not debarred from private legal practice.
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Solicitor General of India In addition to the AG,
there are other law officers of the Government
of India.

They are the solicitor general of India and
additional solicitor general of India. They assist
the AG in the fulfilment of his official

responsibilities.
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It should be noted here that only the office of
the AG is created by the Constitution.

In other words, Article 76 does not mention
about the solicitor general and additional

solicitor general.
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e Constitution contain

he composition, appointment
and removal of members along with the independence,
powers and functions of the UPSC.

GiaYTe] o HET XIVH 3Teeg 315 4 323 | Y olleh |dT 3TINET
T Tadadr, aﬁ??cm’r 3ﬂ< “FHEt F HT?-T-HT?I TSTAT hT I,
ﬁl‘éﬂ%—r T 37 ge F GO H R EIGRRCIECIC Y




—f SAFALTA CLASS

The UPSC consists of a chairman and other members
appointed by the president of India.

The Constitution, without specifying the strength of the
Commission has left the matter to the discretion of the
president, who determines its composition.
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The chairman an of the Commission hold

office for.a term s& or until they attain the age of
’whichever 2arlier.

owever, they can relinquish their offices at any time by
addressing their resignation to the president.

KI'hey can also be removed before the expiry of their term

by the president in the manner as provided in the
L(/)onstitution.
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Removal

The President can remove the chairman or any other
member of UPSC from the office under the following
circumstances:

(a)lf he is adjudged an insolvent (that is, has gone
bankrupt);

(b) If he engages, during his term of office, in any paid
employment outside the duties of his office;
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or (c) If he is, in the opinion of the president, unfit to
continue in office by reason of infirmity of mind or body.

In addition to these, the president can also remove the
chairman or any other member of UPSC for misbehaviour.
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