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Appointment of  Judges 

The judges of  the Supreme Court are appointed by the 
president. 

The chief  justice is appointed by the president after 
consultation with such judges of  the Supreme Court and 
high courts as he deems necessary.
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ę×ɟ×ɟÐɠÜʇ ¾ɥ ȑÑ×ȓȒĆÍ 

ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ¾ɭ ÅÅʇ ¾ɥ ȑÑ×ȓȒĆÍ ØɟĥŘÒȑÍ ʬÛɟØɟ ¾ɥ ÅɟÍɠ ßɮ] 

Öȓć× ę×ɟ×ɟÐɠÜ ¾ɥ ȑÑ×ȓȒĆÍ ØɟĥŘÒȑÍ ʬÛɟØɟ }ċÃÍÖ ę×ɟ×ɟÙ× ©Ø 
}ċÃ ę×ɟ×ɟÙ×ʇ ¾ɭ ¥Þɭ ę×ɟ×ɟÐɠÜʇ ¾ɭ ÞɟÎ ÒØɟÖÜx ¾ɭ ÔɟÏ ¾ɥ ÅɟÍɠ 
ßɮ ÅɮÞɟ η¾ Ûß zÛĤ×¾ ÞÖÆɭ ]
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Qualifications of  Judges 

A person to be appointed as a judge of  the Supreme 
Court should have the following qualifications: 

1. He should be a citizen of  India. 

2. (a) He should have been a judge of  a High Court (or 
high courts in succession) for five years; or 

(b) He should have been an advocate of  a High Court (or 
High Courts in succession) for ten years; 
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ę×ɟ×ɟÐɠÜʇ ¾ɥ ×ɨĈ×Íɟ 
}ċÃÍÖ ę×ɟ×ɟÙ× ¾ɭ ę×ɟ×ɟÐɠÜ ¾ɭ ȼÒ Öʃ ȑÑ×ȓĆÍ η¾¤ ÅɟÑɭ ÛɟÙɭ 
ģ×ȒĆÍ ¾ɭ ÒɟÞ ȑÑĞÑεÙζ¿Í ×ɨĈ×Íɟ¤ɰ ßɨÑɠ Ãɟȏß¤9 
1. Ûß ÕɟØÍ ¾ɟ ÑɟÀȎØ¾ ßɨÑɟ Ãɟȏß¤] 
1- '¾( }ęßʃ ÒɟɰÃ ÛÝʝ Í¾ }ċÃ ę×ɟ×ɟÙ× '×ɟ }ǡØɟκÐ¾ɟØ Öʃ }ċÃ 
ę×ɟ×ɟÙ×ʇ( ¾ɟ ę×ɟ×ɟÐɠÜ ßɨÑɟ Ãɟȏß¤ Îɟ: ×ɟ 
'¿( }ęßʃ ÏÞ ÛÝʝ Í¾ }ċÃ ę×ɟ×ɟÙ× '×ɟ }ǡØɟκÐ¾ɟØ Öʃ }ċÃ 
ę×ɟ×ɟÙ×ʇ( ¾ɟ yκÐÛĆÍɟ ßɨÑɟ Ãɟȏß¤ Îɟ: 
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or (c) He should be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of  the 
president. 

From the above, it is clear that the Constitution has not 
prescribed a minimum age for appointment as a judge of  the 
Supreme Court.

×ɟ 'À( ØɟĥŘÒȑÍ ¾ɥ Øɟ× Öʃ }ęßʃ ¤¾ ŢȑÍȒĥÉÍ ę×ɟ×θÛÏßɨÑɟ Ãɟȏß¤ ] 
~ÒØ Þɭ ×ß ĦÒĥÈ ßɮ η¾ ÞɰθÛÐɟÑ Öʃ ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ¾ɭ ę×ɟ×ɟÐɠÜ ¾ɭ ȼÒ Öʃ 
ȑÑ×ȓȒĆÍ ¾ɭ εÙ¤ ę×ȕÑÍÖ z×ȓ ȑÑÐɟxȎØÍ Ñßɡɰ ¾ɥ À| ßɮ]
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Tenure of  Judges 

The Constitution has not fixed the tenure of  a judge of  
the Supreme Court. 

However, it makes the following three provisions in this 
regard: 

1. He holds office until he attains the age of  65 years. 
Any question regarding his age is to be determined by 
such authority and in such manner as provided by 
Parliament.
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ę×ɟ×ɟÐɠÜʇ ¾ɟ ¾ɟ×x¾ɟÙ 
ÞɰθÛÐɟÑ Ñɭ ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ¾ɭ η¾Þɠ ÅÅ ¾ɟ ¾ɟ×x¾ɟÙ Í× Ñßɡɰ η¾×ɟ 
ßɮ] ßɟÙɟɰη¾+ ×ß {Þ ÞɰÔɰÐ Öʃ ȑÑĞÑεÙζ¿Í ÍɠÑ ŢɟÛÐɟÑ ¾ØÍɟ ßɮ9 
0- Ûß ÍÔ Í¾ ÒÏ ÐɟØÌ ¾ØÍɟ ßɮ ÅÔ Í¾ η¾ Ûß 54 ÛÝx ¾ɥ 
z×ȓ ŢɟĚÍ Ñßɡɰ ¾Ø Ùɭ] }Ñ¾ɥ z×ȓ ¾ɭ ÞɰÔɰÐ Öʃ ¾ɨ|Õɠ ŢĤÑ ¥Þɭ 
ŢɟκÐ¾ɟØɡ ʬÛɟØɟ ©Ø ÞɰÞÏ ʬÛɟØɟ ŢÏɟÑ η¾¤ À¤ {Þ Ţ¾ɟØ Þɭ 
ȑÑÐɟxȎØÍ η¾×ɟ ÅɟÑɟ ßɮ ]
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2. He can resign his office by writing to the president. 

3. He can be removed from his office by the President on the 
recommendation of  the Parliament.

1- Ûß ØɟĥŘÒȑÍ ¾ɨ Òŝ εÙ¿¾Ø yÒÑɭ ÒÏ Þɭ {ĦÍɠÓɟ Ïɭ Þ¾Íɭ ßʅ] 
2- ÞɰÞÏ ¾ɥ εÞÓɟȎØÜ ÒØ ØɟĥŘÒȑÍ ʬÛɟØɟ }ęßʃ }Ñ¾ɭ ÒÏÞɭ ßÈɟ×ɟ Åɟ 
Þ¾Íɟ ßɮ]
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Jurisdiction and Powers of  Supreme Court

1. Original Jurisdiction. 

2. Writ Jurisdiction. 

3. Appellate Jurisdiction. 

4. Advisory Jurisdiction. 

5. A Court of  Record. 

6. Power of  Judicial Review. 

7. Other Powers.
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ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ¾ɟ àɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ ©Ø ÜȒĆÍ×ɟɰ 
1. ÖȕÙ àɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ] 
1- ȎØÈàɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ] 
2- yÒɠÙɡ×àɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ] 
3- ÞÙɟß¾ɟØ àɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ] 
4- ȎØ¾ɦÊx¾ɥ ¤¾ yÏɟÙÍ ] 
5- ę×ɟȑ×¾ ÞÖɠàɟ ¾ɥ ÜȒĆÍ] 
6- yę× ÜȒĆÍ×ɟɰ]
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1. Original Jurisdiction 

As a federal court, the Supreme Court decides the disputes 
between different units of  the Indian Federation. More 
elaborately, any dispute between: 

(a) the Centre and one or more states; or 

1. ÖȕÙ àɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ 
ÞɰÁɠ×yÏɟÙÍ ¾ɭ ȼÒ Öʃ ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ÕɟØÍɠ× ÖßɟÞɰÁ¾ɥθÛεÕęÑ {¾ɟ{×ʇ 
¾ɭ ÔɠÃ θÛÛɟÏʇ ¾ɟ ÓɮÞÙɟ ¾ØÍɟ ßɮ] yκÐ¾ θÛĦÍȗÍ ȼÒ Þɭ+ ¾ɭ ÔɠÃ η¾Þɠ 
Õɠ θÛÛɟÏ9 
'¾( ¾ʃş ©Ø ¤¾ ×ɟ ¤¾ Þɭ yκÐ¾ Øɟč×: ×ɟ 
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(b) the Centre and any state or states on one side and one or 
more states on the other; or 

(c) between two or more states.

'¿( ¾ʃş ©Ø ¤¾ ÍØÓ ¾ɨ| Øɟč× ×ɟ Øɟč× ©Ø ÏȕÞØɡ ÍØÓ ¤¾ ×ɟ ¤¾ 
Þɭ yκÐ¾ Øɟč×: ×ɟ 
'À( Ïɨ ×ɟ Ïɨ Þɭ yκÐ¾ Øɟč×ʇ ¾ɭ ÔɠÃ ]

17



2. Writ Jurisdiction 

The Constitution has constituted the Supreme Court as the 
guarantor and defender of  the fundamental rights of  the citizens.

1- ȎØÈàɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ 
ÞɰθÛÐɟÑ Ñɭ ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ¾ɟ ÀÉÑ ÑɟÀȎØ¾ʇ ¾ɭ ÖɩεÙ¾ yκÐ¾ɟØʇ ¾ɭ ÀɟØɰÈØ©Ø 
Øà¾ ¾ɭ ȼÒ Öʃ η¾×ɟ ßɮ]
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3. Appellate Jurisdiction 

As mentioned earlier, the Supreme Court has not only 
succeeded the Federal Court of  India but also replaced 
the British Privy Council as the highest court of  appeal. 

The Supreme Court is primarily a court of  appeal and 
hears appeals against the judgements of  the lower courts. 
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2- yÒɠÙɡ×àɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ 
ÅɮÞɟ η¾ ÒßÙɭ }ġÙɭ¿ η¾×ɟ À×ɟ ßɮ+ }ċÃÍÖ ę×ɟ×ɟÙ× Ñɭ Ñ ¾ɭÛÙ ÕɟØÍ 
¾ɭ ÞɰÁɠ×ę×ɟ×ɟÙ× ¾ɨ ÞÓÙÍɟ Ïɡ ßɮ ÔȒġ¾ ȐŤȏÈÜ θŢÛɠ¾ɟ}ɰεÞÙ ¾ɨ 
ÞÛɼċÃ yÒɠÙ yÏɟÙÍ ¾ɭ ȼÒ Öʃ Õɠ ŢȑÍĦÎɟθÒÍη¾×ɟ ßɮ] 

ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx Öȓć× ȼÒ Þɭ yÒɠÙ ¾ɥ yÏɟÙÍ ßɮ ©Ø ȑÑÃÙɡ yÏɟÙÍʇ ¾ɭ 
ÓɮÞÙʇ ¾ɭ ζ¿ÙɟÓ yÒɠÙ ÞȓÑÍɟ ßɮ ] 
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It enjoys a wide appellate jurisdiction which can be 
classified under four heads:

(a)  Appeals in constitutional matters.

(b) Appeals in civil matters. 

(c) Appeals in criminal matters. 

(d) Appeals by special leave.
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×ß ¤¾ ģ×ɟÒ¾ yÒɠÙɡ×àɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ ßɮ Åɨ ÃɟØ Ţ¾ɟØ ÞɭÛÀɶ¾ȗÍ η¾×ɟ 
Åɟ Þ¾Íɟ ßɮ ŢɟĚÍ ßɮ9 
'¾( ÞɰÛɮÐɟȑÑ¾ ÖɟÖÙʇ Öʃ yÒɠÙ] 
'¿( εÞθÛÙ ÖɟÖÙʇ Öʃ yÒɠÙ ] 
'À( zÒØɟκÐ¾ ÖɟÖÙʇ Öʃ yÒɠÙ] 
'Á( θÛÜɭÝ yÛ¾ɟÜ ʬÛɟØɟ yÒɠÙ ]
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Appeal by Special Leave ( Article 136)

The Supreme Court is authorised to grant in its discretion 
special leave to appeal from any judgement in any matter 
passed by any court or tribunal in the country (except 
military tribunal and court martial).
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θÛÜɭÝ yÛ¾ɟÜ ʬÛɟØɟ yÒɠÙ 'yÑȓċÄɭÏ 025( 

ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ÏɭÜ Öʃ η¾Þɠ Õɠ yÏɟÙÍ ×ɟ ę×ɟ×ɟκÐ¾ØÌ ʬÛɟØɟ ÒɟȎØÍ η¾Þɠ 
Õɠ ÖɟÖÙɭ 'Þɮę× ę×ɟ×ɟκÐ¾ØÌ ©Ø ¾ɨÈx ÖɟÜxÙ¾ɨ Äɨî¾Ø( ʬÛɟØɟ ÒɟȎØÍ 
η¾Þɠ Õɠ ÓɮÞÙɭ Þɭ yÒɠÙ ¾ØÑɭ ¾ɭ εÙ¤ yÒÑɭ θÛÛɭ¾ θÛÜɭÝ yÛ¾ɟÜ Öʃ 
yÑȓÏɟÑ ÏɭÑɭ ¾ɭ εÙ¤ yκÐ¾ȗÍ ßɮ ]
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4. Advisory Jurisdiction 

The Constitution (Article 143) authorises the president to 
seek the opinion of  the Supreme Court in the two 
categories of  matters:

(a) On any question of  law or fact of  public importance 
which has arisen or which is likely to arise.

(b) On any dispute arising out of  any pre -constitution 
treaty, agreement, covenant, engagement, sanador other 
similar instruments
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3- ÞÙɟß¾ɟØ àɭŝɟκÐ¾ɟØ ÞɰθÛÐɟÑ 'yÑȓċÄɭÏ ̀ cb( 

ØɟĥŘÒȑÍ ¾ɨ ÖɟÖÙʇ ¾ɥ Ïɨ ŬɭζÌ×ʇ Öʃ ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ¾ɥ Øɟ× ÙɭÑɭ ¾ɭ εÙ¤ 
yκÐ¾ȗÍ ¾ØÍɟ ßɮ9 
'¾( ¾ɟÑȕÑ ×ɟ ÞɟÛxÅȑÑ¾ ÖßĕÛ ¾ɭ η¾Þɠ ŢĤÑ ÒØ Åɨ }ĕÒęÑ ßȓz ßɮ ×ɟ 
Åɨ }ĕÒęÑ ßɨÑɭ ¾ɥ ÞɰÕɟÛÑɟ ßɮ ] 
'¿( η¾Þɠ Õɠ ÒȕÛx ÞɰθÛÐɟÑ ÞɰκÐ+ ÞÖÆɩÍɭ+ ÛɟÃɟ+ ÞÀɟ|+ Þɰ×ɨȒÅ¾ɟyę× 
ÞÖɟÑ ÞɟÐÑʇ Þɭ }ĕÒęÑ ßɨÑɭ ÛɟÙɭ η¾Þɠ Õɠ θÛÛɟÏ ÒØ
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In the first case, the Supreme Court may tender or may 
refuse to tender its opinion to the president. But, in the 
second case, the Supreme Court ômustõ tender its 
opinion to the president.

In both the cases, the opinion expressed by the Supreme 
Court is only advisory and not a judicial pronouncement. 

Hence, it is not binding on the president; he may follow 
or may not follow the opinion.
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ÒßÙɭ ÖɟÖÙɭ Öʃ ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ÈʃÊØ ¾Ø Þ¾Íɟ ßɮ ×ɟ ØɟĥŘÒȑÍ ¾ɨ yÒÑɠ Øɟ× ÏɭÑɭ 
Þɭ {Ñ¾ɟØ ¾Ø Þ¾Íɟ ßɮ ] 

Ùɭη¾Ñ+ ÏȕÞØɭ ÖɟÖÙɭ Öʃ+ }ċÃÍÖ ę×ɟ×ɟÙ× ¾ɨ ØɟĥŘÒȑÍ ¾ɨyÒÑɠ Øɟ× ¾ɟ 
ÈʃÊØ ÏɭÑɟ Ãɟȏß¤ ] 

ÏɨÑʇ ßɡ ÖɟÖÙʇ Öʃ ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ʬÛɟØɟ ģ×ĆÍ ¾ɥ À| Øɟ× ¾ɭÛÙ ÞÙɟß¾ɟØɡßɮ 
Ñ η¾ ę×ɟȑ×¾ ÁɨÝÌɟ] {ÞεÙ¤+ ×ß ØɟĥŘÒȑÍ ¾ɭ εÙ¤ ÔɟĘ×¾ɟØɡ Ñßɡɰ ßɮ: Ûß 
¾ɟ ÒɟÙÑ ¾Øʃ ×ɟ Øɟ× ¾ɟ ÒɟÙÑ Ñßɡɰ ¾Ø Þ¾Íɭ ßʅ ]
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In India, the PIL is a product of  the judicial activism role of  the Supreme 
Court. 

It was introduced in the early 1980 s by Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer and 
Justice P.N. Bhagwati.

ÕɟØÍ Öʃ ×ß ÅÑȏßÍ ×ɟκÃ¾ɟ ÞȓŢɠÖ ¾ɨÈx ¾ɥ ę×ɟȑ×¾ ÞηŎ×Íɟ ¾ɥ ÕȕεÖ¾ɟ ¾ɥ }ÒÅ 
ßɮ] 
{Þɭ 087/ ¾ɭ ÏÜ¾ ¾ɥ ÜȓȻzÍ Öʃ ÅȒĦÈÞÛɠzØ¾ȗĥÌɟ yğ×Ø©Ø ÅȒĦÈÞÒɠ¤Ñ
ÕÀÛÍɠ Ñɭ ÒɭÜ η¾×ɟ Îɟ ]
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