Region

Tibet

China

Assam Valley

Bangladesh
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Name

Tsangpo (meaning ‘The Purifier’)

Yarlung Zangbo Jiangin

Dihang or Siong, South of Sadiya: Brahmaputra

Jamuna River

Padma River: Combined Waters of Ganga and Brahmaputra

Meghana: From the confluence of Padma and Meghna

D.K. Upadhyay Sir




The Brahmaputra River System

 The Brahmaputrarises in Tibet east of Mansarovar
lake very close to the sources of the Indus and Satluj.
It is slightly longer than the Indus. Its course mostly
lies outside India. The Brahmaputra then flows
eastwards parallel to the Himalayas. It is joined by
the Dibang, the Lohit, and many other tributaries in
Assam. Unlike other northern rivers, Brahmaputra
forms huge deposits of silt on its bed causing the
river bed to rise. Brahmaputra river enter in
Arunachal Pradesh near Namcha Barwa peak. It's
called the dihang in Arunachal Pradesh. Brahmaputra
river also known as Jamuna in Bangladesh
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River Source

Bhagirathi (Ganga) Gangotri glacier

Yamuna Yamnotri glacier on the Bandarpunch Peak
Chambal Janapao Hills in the Vindhya Range

Banas Aravali Range

Betwa Bhopal district

Ken Barner Range

Son Amarkantak Plateau

Damodar (‘Sorrow of Bengal’) Chotanagpur plateau

Ramganga River Garhwal district of Uttarakhand

Ghaghra River Gurla Mandhata peak, south of Manasarovar in Tibet (river

of the trans-Himalayan origin)

The Kali River (border between Nepal and Uttarakhand) Glaciers of trans-Himalayas

Gandak River Tibet-Nepal border

Burhi Gandak Sumesar hills near the India-Nepal border

Tumar, Arun and Sun Kosi unite at Triveni north of the

Kosi (‘Sorrow of Bihar’) Mahabharata Range to form the Kosi.




Ganga River

The Ganga originates as Bhagirathi from the Gangotri
glacier in Uttar Kashi District of Uttarakhand at an
elevation of 7,010 m.

Alaknanda River joins Bhagirathi at Devaprayag.
From Devapryag the river is called as Ganga.

Ganga debouches [emerge from a confined space into
a wide, open area] from the hills into plain area at

It is joined by the Yamuna at Allahabad.

Near Rajmahal Hills it turns to the south-east.

At Farraka, it bifurcates into Bhagirathi-Hugli in West
Bengal and Padma-Meghna in Bangladesh (it ceases to
be known as the Ganga after Farraka).

Brahmaputra (or the Jamuna as it is known here) joins
Padma-Meghna at

The total length of the Ganga river from its source to
its mouth (measured along the Hugli) is 2,525 km.
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Right Bank Tributaries of The Ganga

* Most of them except Yamuna originate in the peninsular
region.

Yamuna River

* Largest and the most important tributary.

* |t originates from the Yamnotri glacier on the Bandarpunch
Peak in the Garhwal region in Uttarakhand at an elevation
of about 6,000 meters.

* It cuts across the Nag Tibba, the Mussoorie and the
Shiwalik ranges.

* It emerges out of the hilly area and enters plains near

* Its main affluent in the upper reaches is the Tons which also
rises from the Bandarpunch glacier.

Son River

* The Son River rises in the Amarkantak Plateau.

* Itssource is close to the origin of the Narmada.

* |t passes along the Kaimur Range.

* Itjoins the Ganga near Danapur in Patna district of Bihar.
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Damodar river

* The Damodar river rises in the hills of the Chotanagpur gAY 4T
plateau and flows through a rift valley. e TMAICY AT DIEEARIMR TSR hl YA H fohelar g
* Rich in mineral resources, the valley is home to large-scale 3R TF IR g1 ﬁog’ﬁ,—{ agdr &1
mining and industrial activity. o Wisr 9Ol O qAcHY, grér §3 JH T W T@aa 3R
* The Barakar is the most important tributary of the }ﬁaﬁrfﬂa; afafafer a;r ara
Damodar. . AR AT HT TeY AGcaqYl TeIddh AT B
 Several dams have been constructed in the valley, for the e Ydfdalell 3cUeT & o EITa pu EIT:%’ gret & AT
generation of hydroelectric power. The valley is called “the fRaT 1T 1 91T A "HRT & W hel ST gl
Ruhr of India”. - I QAT 91 T FHROT ST o1, Fah
* It used to cause devastating floods as a result of which it gRUTHEIERY gqq?r 'GRT 3TF 9T ATH FAAT| 39
earned the name ‘Sorrow of Bengal’. Now the river is tamed ARG q..—g gt &7 AT 3 a7 9T §|

by constructing numerous dams.
e It joins the Hugli River 48 km below Kolkata.
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Left Bank Tributaries of The Ganga River

* These rivers originate in the Himalayas.

* The major tributaries apart from the Yamuna, are the
Ramganga, the Gomati, the Ghaghra, the Gandak, the
Burhi Gandak, the Bagmati, and the Kosi.

Ramganga River

* The Ramganga river rises in the Garhwal district of
Uttarakhand.

* It enters the Ganga Plain near Kalagarh.

Ghaghra River

* Its source is near Gurla Mandhata peak, south of
Manasarovar in Tibet (river of the trans-Himalayan
origin).

e Itis known as the Karnaili in Western Nepal.

* Itsimportant tributaries are the Sarda, the Sarju (Ayodhya
is located on its bank) and the Rapti.

* The Ghaghara joins the Ganga a few kilometres
downstream of Chhapra in Bihar.
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Gandak River

Originates near the Tibet-Nepal border at a height of 7,620
m

It receives a large number of tributaries in Nepal Himalaya.
Its important tributaries are the Kali Gandak, the
Mayangadi, the Bari and the Trishuli.

It flows into Ganga at Hajipur in Bihar.

Burhi Gandak

Originates from the western slopes of Sumesar hills near
the India-Nepal border.

It joins the Ganga near Munger town.

Kosi River

The Kosi river consists of seven streams namely Sut Kosi,
Tamba Kosi, Talkha, Doodh Kosi, Botia Kosi, Arun and
Tamber and is popularly known as SAPT KOSI.

They unite at Triveni north of the Mahabharata Range to
form the Kosi.

The joins the Ganga near Bhagalpur.

The river channel is braided and it shifts its course
frequently. This has resulted in frequent devastating floods
and has converted large tracts of cultivable land into waste
land in Bihar. Thus the river is often termed as the ‘Sorrow
of Bihar’.
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