E( SAFALTA CLgxm;;




INDIAN
POLITY

g

»
-
-

BY - SUJEET BAJPAI SIR






/
V¢ L @( )M g SAFALTA CLASS
[0\ O Q: y ﬁ’&\i\ - ACLASS
Government of India Act of 1935

The Act marked a second milestone towards a completely
responsible government in India.

It was a lengthy and detailed document having 321 {gb

Sections and 10 Schedules. @7 (/@@Q Cod
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It provided for the establishment of an All-India Federation

consisting _of and princely states)as units.

The Act divided the powers between the Centre and units
in terms of three lists—

Federal List (for Centre, with 59 items), Provincial List (for
provinces, with 54 items) and the Concurrent List (for
both, with 36 items). Residuary powers were given to the
Viceroy.
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However, the federation into being as the
princely states did not join-it @

et
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2.1t abolisheco the provinces and introduced
‘provincial autonornr
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2.

It provided for the adoption of dyarchy at the Centre.
Consequently, the federal subjects were divided into
reserved subjects and transferred subjects.

However, this provision of the Act did not come into
operation at all.
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3.

It provided for the establishment of a Reserve Bank of
India to control the currency and credit of the country.

4.

It provided for the establishment of not only a Federal
Public Service Commission but also a Provincial Public
Service Commission and Joint Public Service Commission
for two or more provinces.
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5.

It provided for the establishment of a Federal Court;
which was set up i
5
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Indian Independence Act oj
1. .
It ended the in India and declared India as an

independent and sovereign state from August 15,1947.
2.

It provided for the partition of India and creation of two
independent dominions of India and Pakistan with the
right to secede from the British Commonwealth.
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3.

It abolished the office of viceroy and provided, for each
dominion, a governor-general, who was to be appointed by
the British King on the advice of the dominion cabinet.

His Majesty’s Government in Britain was to have no

responsibility with respect to the Government of India or
Pakistan.
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4.

It empowered the Constituent Assemblies of the two
dominions to frame and adopt any constitution for their
respective nations and to repeal any act of the British
Parliament, including the Independence act itself.
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5.

It empowered the Constituent Assemblies of both the
dominions to legislate for their respective territories till
the new constitutions were drafted and enforced.

No Act of the British Parliament passed after August 15,
1947 was to extend to either of the new dominions unless
it was extended thereto by a law of the legislature of the
dominion.



Y SAFALTACLASS




Y SAFALTACLASS

6.
It abolished the office of the secretary of state for India.

7.
It proclaimed the lapse o@ paramountcy over the
Qndian princely states.
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8.

It granted freedom to the Indian princely states either to
join the Dominion of India or Dominion of Pakistan or to

remain independent.

9.

It provided for the governance of each of the dominions
and the provinces by the Government of India Act of 1935,
till the new Constitutions were framed.

The dominions were however authorised to make
modifications in the Act.
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10.
It deprived the British Monarch of his right to veto bills or
ask for reservation of certain bills for his approval.
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It was in 1934 that the idea of a Constituent Assembly for
India was put forward for the first time by M. N. Roy, a
pioneer of communist movement in India.
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In 1935, the Indian National Congress (INC), for the figst
time, officially demanded a Constituent Assembly to
frame the Constitution of India.

The demand was finally accepted in principle by the

British Government in what is known as the ‘August
Offer’ of 1940.

In 1942, Sir Stafford Cripps, a member of the cabinet,
came to India with a draft proposal of the British
Government on the framing of an independent
Constitution to be adopted after the World War Il.
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The Cripps Proposals were rejected by the Muslim Legue
which wanted India to be divided into two autonomous
states with two separate Constituent Assemblies.

Finally, a Cabinet Mission was sent to India. While it
rejected the idea of two Constituent Assemblies, it put
forth a scheme for the Constituent Assembly.
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The Constituent Assembly was constituted in
November 1946 under the scheme formulated
by the Cabinet Mission Plan. The features of the
scheme were:
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1.

The total strength of theConstituent Assembly
was to be @ f these @ 5 were to be
allotted to British India and oats to the

Prmc tes
eats allotted to the British India,

embers were to be drawn from the
JOVE rnors provmcesz and four from th
chlef commissioners’ provinces3, one fro#r

each.
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2.

Ro , at was to be allotted fo
illion population.

3.

Seats allocated to each British province were to
be divided among the three principal
communities—Muslims, Sikhs and general (all
except Muslims and Sikhs), in proportion to
their population.
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An Initiative by 3THIISIIC

Name of the Party Seats won
Congress 208
Muslim League

Unionist Party

Unionist Muslims

Unionist Scheduled Castes

Krishak — Praja Party

Scheduled Castes Federation

Sikhs (Non-Congress)

Communist Party

Independents
Total
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An Initiative by 3THIISIIC

Members Portfolios Held

Prime Minister; External

Affairs & Commomwealth

Jawaharlal Nehru

Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel

Dr. Rajendra Prasad

Maulana Abul Ealam

Azad

Dr. Johmn Mathai

F.K. Shanmugham

Chetty

Dr. B.E. Ammbedkar
Jagjivan Eam

Sardar Baldewvw Singh

Relations: Scientific

Fesearch

Home, Information &

Broadcasting; States

Food & Agriculture

Education

Railways & Transport

Finance

Lawr

Labour

Defence




Baj Kumari Amrit

Kaur
C.H. Bhabha

Rafi Ahmed Eidwai

Dr. Shyam Prasad
Mukherji

V.N. Gadgil

Commerce

Communication

Industries & Supplies

Works, Mines & Power
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The Constituent Assembly held its first meeting
on December 9, 1946. The Muslim League

boycctted the ijieeting and insisted on a
separate state of Pakjstan. C@ L\% MW
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The meeting was thus attended by only 211 members.
Dr Sachchidanand Sinha, the oldest member, was
elected as the temporary President of the Assembly,
following the French practice.

Later, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected as the President
of the Assembly. Similarly, both H.C. Mukherjee and V.T.
Krishnamachari were elected as the Vice-Presidents of
the Assembly. In other words, the Assembly had two
Vice-Presidents.
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moved the historic
the Assembly.

This Resolution w nanimously pted by
the Assembly o January 22, 1947. lts modified
version forms th e present

Constitution.
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1.

It ratified the India’s me hlp of the
Commonwealth in lVIa

2.
It adopted the national flag o July 22, 1@
3.

It adopted the national anthem on January 24, 24
19560.
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4.
It adopted the national song on Januarg

1950. @
5.

It elected Dr Rajendra Prasad as the first
Presidentoflndia onJanuary 24, 1950.
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1. Union Powers Committee — Jawaharlal Nehru

2. Union Constitution Committee — Jawaharlal
Nehru

3. Provincial Constitution Committee — Sardar
Patel

4. Drafting Committee — Dr. Ambedkar
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5. Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights,
Minorities and Tribal and Excluded Areas -
Sardar Patel.

6. Rules of Procedure Committee — Dr. Rajendra
Prasad

7. States Committee (Committee for Negotiating
with States) — Jawaharlal Nehru

8. Steering Committee - Dr. Rajendra Prasad
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1. Finance and Staff Committee — Dr. Rajendra
Prasad

2. Credentials Committee — Alladi Krishnaswami
Ayyar

3. House Committee — B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya
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4. Order of Business Committee — Dr. K.M.
Munshi

6. Committee on the Functions of the
Constituent Assembly — G.V. Mavalankar

Y SAFALTACLASS




Y SAFALTACLASS

4. UUR HIATT T 3TCRA - 31, HuA FH2M

5. USET €aof W dey gfAafa - st uo?l‘;( SpoIrey

6. IAYUTT TAT & AT WX JMATT - AT ATl
7. giA aflétwaaz‘r AT - T8 SEART
(TTUTTTHT TSET Ag)




Y SAFALTACLASS

gz &P

Among all the committees of the Constituent
Assembly, the most important committee was
the Drafting Committee set up on August 29,

1947. It was this committee that was entrusted
with the task of preparing a draft of the new/Q/(

Constitution. BN
Z o ﬂ\?‘) D Al £
—



Y SAFALTACLASS

SITCIT hACT

afgers @ <7 {8l FAGAT A Fad Agcaqor
GfAfa 29 3191Ed, 1947 &l ST STl FHE
oAff| Ig dg afAfy off By AT e # Aglcl
IR H T HIH I9T 17 AT |




Y SAFALTACLASS

It consisted of seven members. They were:
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1. DrBR Ambedkarﬂman)@

2. N Gopalaswamy Ayyangar

3. Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyar -

4. Dr K M Munshi j) @/@m}iﬁf\
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5. Syed Mohammad Saadullah

6. N Madhava Rau (He replaced B L Mitter who
resigned due to ill-health)

7. T T Krishnamachari (He replaced D P Khaitan
who died in 1948)
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