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TENSES



What are tenses?

Tense is a verb form that shows the 
time of an action, event or state, by a 
change in its form and / or the use of 
a helping verb.





Simple Present 
or 

Present Indefinite
Simple present tense explain the actions that happen or things that exist in 

the present.
It explains the following kind of sentences:

1. in which only helping verb is used 

2. in which both helping verb and verb are used



1. in which only helping verb is used 

• Present relationships
• Features
• Character traits

Sub + HV

Helping verb used here:

Is – He, She, It or any singular

Am – I

Are – You or any plural

He is my very good friend.

This car is very expensive.

My father is very kind to the poor. 



2. in which both helping verb and verb are used

• Daily routine
• Habitual actions
• Likes and dislikes
• Universal truths
• Things usually happen

Sub + V1 

Positive sentences

My mother gets up early in the morning.
They go for a walk every day.
I like to listen to music.
Kashmir is in the north of India.
She washes her car once in a week. 



No ‘s’ or ‘es’ is added to the present-tense verb when the 
subject is ‘I, you or any plural’.



DO & DOES
These are helping verbs generally used to form negative 

and interrogative sentences in present simple tense. 

DO – It is used with I, you, we, they and any plural.
DOES - It is used with he, she, it and any singular.

Note: Do and Does are always followed by first/base form of verb (without s/es).





1. The plane ………………….. at 6.30. (arrive)

2. I will phone you when he …………………… . back. (come)

3. Unless we ………………. now we can’t be there on time. (start)

4. The sun ……………………… in the east. (rise)

5. The next term …………………… on Monday. (begin)

6. She ……………………… an engineer. (be)

7. They …………………. our relatives. (be)

8. When does the train ……………………? (depart)

Fill in the blanks with correct form of simple present.











Change the following into interrogative sentences:

1. The school is closed today.

Is the school closed today?

2. They catch the bus at the corner.

Do they catch the bus at the corner?

3. He takes his lunch to work everyday.

Does he take his lunch to work everyday?

4. They are all good students.

Are they all good students?

5. John lives on Main Street.

Does John live on Main Street?



6. Fred and Mary go to school five days a week.

Do Fred and Mary go to school five days a week?

7. It rains very often in England.

Does it rain very often in England?

8. She always arrives late at school.

Does she always arrive late at school?

9. They work at the factory.

Do they work at the factory?

10. Helen and I want to learn French. 

Do Helen and I want to learn French? 







Present CONTINUOUS 
or 

Present PROGRESSIVE
The present continuous (also called present progressive) is a verb tense 

which is used to show that an action is happening now at the moment of 

speech.

The present continuous can also be used to show an action which 

is going to take place in the near future.





•I am writing articles on different topics.
•He is reading various kinds of books.
•They are playing football now.
•She is drinking coffee.
•He is going to the library.
•I am leaving tomorrow.
•We're having a staff meeting next Monday.
•They are visiting me in upcoming vacations.

EXAMPLES





1.You ___________________________(use) my mobile phone!  
2.My dad ____________________________(wash) his car.  
3.It ______________________________(not rain) today.  
4.Who _________________________(she / chat) to now?  
5.What ___________________________(you / do) at the moment?  
6.We ___________________________(sit) on the train.  
7.The students ____________________(have) lunch in the canteen.
8. My kids __________________(play) in the garden now.
9. Some people _________________________(wait) to talk to you.
10. My wife ___________________________(not cook) today.

PRACTICE QUESTIONS
Fill in the blanks with present continuous tense:



11. The teacher ______________________ the door. (not/ close)
12. __________ you __________________ the cleaning? (do)
13. They ______________________ the printers. (check)
14. _______ your grandmother ______________ at the birds? (look)
15. We ________________ the checkpoint. (not/ pass)
16. ___________ they _______________________ to help? (try)
17. She ______________ to the center of the town. (not/ walk)
18. _____________ the policemen ________________ into the bank? (run)
19. Look! Steve's mother ____________________ a Frappuccino. (make)
20. You __________________ the words correctly. (not/ link)



1.Andy sometimes __________________ comics. (read)
2.We never _____________________ TV in the morning. (watch)
3.Listen! Sandy _____________ in the bathroom. (sing)
4.My sister usually _____________ in the kitchen. (help)
5.My mother _______________ breakfast now. (make)
6.They often __________________ the bathroom. (clean)
7.Look! The boys _____________________ home. (come)
8.Every day his grandfather _______________ for a walk. (go)
9.I _______________ with my friend at the moment. (chat)
10.Cats ____________________ mice. (eat)

Put the verbs into the correct tense (simple present or present progressive).



Put the verbs into the correct tense (simple present or present progressive).

1.________________________(watch / he) the news regularly?
2.Look! He ________________________(leave) the house.
3.Quiet please! I ___________________________(write) a test.
4.She usually ___________________________(walk) to school.
5.But look! Today she _____________________(go) by bike.
6.Every Sunday we ________(go) to see my grandparents.
7.He often ________________(go) to the cinema.
8.We ____________________(play) Monopoly at the moment.
9.The child seldom _____________________(cry) .
10.I _________________(not / do) anything at the moment.












