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"Vibrate good energy
i1Nnto others soul:
making them never
forget the beauty
0L Yyours."



Question No: 1 o SAFALTA CLASS

I
Which of the following is India’s first@c@
SANS Vikrant|

b. INS Viraaﬂ
—

c. INS Shardul

d. INS Vikramaditya
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il
Indian government has signed $500 million loan agreement

with which bank to improve quality & safety of Mumbai’s ,
suburban railway system? - c,
, = — 6

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB)

B. New Development Bank (NDB) L QF\W‘\KMEZ(V,M
C. Asian Development Bank (ADB) @ TW/
D. World Bank (WB) -



Question No: 3 o SAFALTA CLASS'
=

Which is 1st bank in India to use@atellite data)to access
credit worthiness of farmers?

S#1CICI Bank s 3&\
B. Indian Bank

C. HDFC Bank

D. State Bank of India
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I
Name thhlch has partnered with\Goals1 01 ,1 o

create targete nd@ersonallzed offeré)for custo

A. Chase w
B. Visa A
\\%Vlastercard /

D. Rupay




Question No: 5
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-
° ° / \’ 9
Which company has partnered witl | Aayog’s Women
Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) tosupport women

entrepreneurs in India? ey
A. Mphasis

B7Tech Mahindra

C. Tata Consultancy Services

D. HCL Technologies




Question No: 6 EVSAFALTA CLASS
[ it

<IMuIt|-Commod|ty Exchange):f Indl has launched
ndia’s first real-time bullion index named MCX |COMDEQ§_J

m r Bulldex. Where is the HQ @. cated?

A. Kolkata Q/f‘ alf* N
B. Gurugram

[2
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i
G Satheesh Reddy has gxtension as the chairman
of which organization?

A. Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC)
-Defence Research and Development Organisation

(DRDO) __. (Nex® Relh

. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
D. National Informatics Centre (NIC) %@\q\

(| © QQQTQ A Wﬂ
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Question No: 8 o SAFALTA CLASS'

.
Name the Indian who has bagged the first-ever gold for lndij

in Mental Calculation World Championship.
”Neelakantha Bhanu Prakash

B. Granth Thakkar

C. Rhea Shah

D. Priyanshi Somani



Question No: 9 = @\ -T | o SAFALTA CLASS'
g —

odhera suntemple is located in which state?

N Haryana Q S -
B. Punjab gﬁ 9 {q/ci'/ %\%A
C. Maharashtra X" \ (“\/)

> 3 %>

\\%&ujarat




Question No: 10 o SAFALTA CLASS'

I
The students of whiil IIT has discovered ‘2020 QG’) the

closest known o fly by Earth? R R
A. lIIT Delhi =
B. lIT Madras

% IIT Bombay

D. IIT Guwahati
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Messi at Barcelona

S &

FIRST-TEAM DEBUT:
vs Espanyol, Oct. 16, 2004

FIRST GOAL:
vs Albacete, May 1, 2005

LATEST GOAL:
vs Napoli, Aug. 9, 2020

HONOURS:

La Liga titles
(2004/05,
2005/06,

2008/09, 2009/10,
2010/11, 2012/13,
2014/15, 2015/16,
2017/18, 2018/19) 4

League :
crowns
(2005/06, 2008/089,

2010/11, 2014/15)

6 trophies
(2008/08,

2011/12, 2014/15,
2015/16, 2016/17,
2017/18)

Club World Cup
(2009/10, 2011/12,
2015/16)

European Super Cup
(2009/10 2011/12,

-
. COMPILED BY
Ly ANANTAAIITH
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REUTERS
WASHINGTON

The United States on Wed-
nesday blacklisted 24 Chi-
nese companies and target-
ed a number of individuals it
said were part of construc-
tion and military actions re-
lated to disputed islands in
the South China Sea.

The U.S. Commerce De-
partment said the two dozen
companies played a “role in
helping the Chinese military
construct and militarise the
internationally condemned
artificial islands in the South
China Sea.”

The State Department, in
a separate statement, said it
would impose visa restric-
tions on Chinese individuals

“

THES=RHINDU

U.S. blacklists 24 Chinese firms
amid South China Sea dispute

Visa restrictions on individuals for their role in building artificial islands

N T it

Choppy waters: A file photo of Chinese construction on

The Chinese embassy in
Washington did not imme-
diately reply to a request for
comment.

Act of ‘intimidation’
The United States accuses

Johnson South Reef in the disputed Spratly Islands. syt
— é‘-y

China claims 90% of the
potentially energy-rich
South China Sea, but Brunei,
Malaysia, the Philippines,
Taiwan and Vietnam also lay
claim to parts of an area
through which about $3 tril-

oguang Data Communica-
tions and China Shipbuilding
Group.

A message left with Shang-
hai Cable Offshore Engineer-
ing Co Ltd, an engineering
company that specializes in
the laying of submarine ca-
bles for Chinese utilities and
telecom companies on the
listing, was not immediately
returned. Several other com-
panies on the list could not
immediately be reached or
could not immediately be
located.

The Commerce Depart-
ment said it was adding the
firms to its ”entity list,”
which restricts sales of U.S.
goods shipped to them and
some more limited items

A0 ANTr0Aa0 A | ()11~
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COUNTRIES WITH CLAIMS

nmeSOUTH CHINA SEA

< SHOAL g nguPPmEs

e
<SPRATLY, » ?
ISLANDS

o . S
VIETNAM { =

BRUNEI]

MALAYSIA
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SC hits out at Centre on
loan moratorium scheme

Don't hide behind RBI... consider providing relief, says court

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday criticised the Union
government for “hiding be-
hind the Reserve Bank of In-
dia” without making its
stand clear on the loan mo-
ratorium scheme intro-
duced during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The top court wanted to
know whether the defer-
ment of loan interest to prop
up borrowers through their
financial crisis during the
national lockdown would
lead to accrual of further in-
terest once the freeze is lift-
ed on August 31. The govern-
ment is yet to file its affidavit.

The court noted that the
issue had been pending in-
decisively for some months
now and advised the govern-
ment against adopting a
blinkered vision, focusing
only on matters of business
of banks and not looking at
the plight of the people fi-
nancially dented by the
“problems created by your
lockdown”. It said the go-
vernment was empowered
to take an independent
stand under the Disaster
Management Act.

“The problem was creat-
ed by your lockdown... It ap-
pears the Union of India is
not taking an independent
stance and is relying on the

India
O H 1€

(' Government of India
has ample powers

(' The issue
was created

under Disaster Management by your lockdown.
Now you cannot
~ lookinto business
alone but plight
of people should
also be looked

A ';q' into

Act. You should clarify two
issues: whether interest
can be charged and
whether interest on
interest can be levied

"

FETFRFTIY

ook, A R B

to look after business only,
consider providing relief,” a
Bench, led by Justice Ashok
Bhushan, addressed Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta.

Striking a balance

Mr. Mehta said the govern-
ment was working in tan-
dem with the central bank
and it was unfair to say it did
not have an independent
view. The court gave the
Centre time till September 1
to file a detailed affidavit,
laying bare its stand.

The court has been trying
to strike a balance between
the interests of the banks
and the borrowers.

“We are trying to balance.
Whether there can be a sys-
tem worked out... Our con-
cern in these proceedings is
only whether the interest
that has been deferred will
be added to charges payable
later and whether there will
be interest on the interest.”

the Bench maintained.

The debate was sparked
by the RBI's response in
court that it would be impru-
dent to go for a forced waiv-
er of interest, risking the fi-
nancial viability of the banks
it was mandated to regulate
and putting the interests of
the depositors in jeopardy.

The court is hearing a pe-
tition filed by Gajendra Shar-
ma challenging the charging
of interest rate on loans even
during the three-month mo-
ratorium period declared
amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and the national lock-
down.

The central bank, in its af-
fidavit, had said its regulato-
ry package introduced amid
the lockdown was “in its es-
sence in the nature of a mo-
ratorium deferment and
cannot be construed to be a
waiver”.
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Won't compromise over

o SAFALTA CLASS'
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rights at sea: Erdogar

Conflicting claims by Turkey, Greece

REUTERS
ISTANBUL

Turkey is determined to do
whatever is necessary to ob-
tain its rights in the Black
Sea, Aegean and Mediterra-
nean, President Tayyip Er-
dogan said on Wednesday.

“We will not compromise
over what belongs to us...
We are determined to do
whatever is necessary,” Mr.
Erdogan said, a day after
Germany’s Foreign Minister
sought to ease tensions bet-
ween Turkey and Greece in
their dispute over control of
eastern Mediterranean
waters.

Speaking at an event
commemorating the 1ith

centaryNmilitary victory by
w rks over the Byzan-
tine empire at Malazgirt, Mr.

I ) Y a1 MMM AN

forrs between Turkey
and Greece escalated after
Ankara sent a survey vessel
to disputed eastern Mediter-
ranean waters this month, a
move Athens called illegal.

Turkey and Greece, NA-
TO allies, disagree over
claims to hydrocarbon re-
sources in the area based on
conflicting views on the ex-
tent of their continental
shelves in waters dotted
with mostly Greek islands.

“If there is anyone who
wants to pay its price, they
are welcome to confront us.
If not then they should go
away so we can handle our
own business,” Mr. Erdogan
also said.

Germany has sought to
mediate between Ankara
and Athens. Greece and Tur-

“Z
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Katerina Sakellaropoulou is the
= of Greece. She was
=fected to succeed former President

of Greece, Prokopis Paviopoulos, by
the Hellenic Parliament on 22
January 2020. Prior to her election as
President of Greece, she served as
President of the Council of State, the
highest administrative court of

2 ® J
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Kyriakos Mitsotakis is a Greek
politician that is serving as Prime
Minister of Greece since 8 July
2019. Amember of New
Democracy, he has been its
president since 2016. Mitsotakis
previously was Leader of the
Opposition from 2016 to 2019 and

Minister of Administrative Re

® 5
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Full name: Hellenic Republic
Population: 10,775,642 (July 2015)

Capital: Athens

Largest City

Official language: Greek
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SC urged to set up@!dge BencCh R quota cap

The court was hearing a bunch of petitions challenging Maratha reservation law

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday was urged to set up an
11-judge Bench to reconsider
its 50% cap on reservation.

The push for it came while
the court was hearing a chal-
lenge to the Maratha reserva-
tion law.

A bunch of petitions con-
tended that the law, which
provides 12% to 13% quota for
the community in Maharash-
tra, breached the 50% cap on
reservation declared by a
nine-judge Bench of the court
in 1992.

Lawyer Mukul Rohatgi ap-
peared for the respondent
Maharashtra  government
and lawyer Kapil Sibal ap-
peared for an applicant sup-
porting the State govern-
ment.

Appearing before a Bench
led by Justice L. Nageswara
Rao, the senior advocates

asked the court to refer the
case to a numerically supe-
rior Bench of 11 judges.

This Bench should, rather
than restricting itself to the
Maratha law, set about recon-
sidering the 50% ceiling
itself.

Mr. Sibal reasoned that 28
States had granted reserva-
tion exceeding 50% to their
respective backward classes.
He suggested that the court
should hear all these States.
“Eighty-five per cent in Maha-
rashtra belong to backward
classes, so is it in many
States,” he submitted.

The 50% limit in reserva-
tion declared by the nine
judges on the Bench in the In-
dira Sawhney case was nearly
30 years old, he noted.

The lawyers submitted
that the court should revisit
the percentage of reserva-
tion, taking into considera-
tion the recent developments

AT e front, including the
10% qupta for economically

Constitutional Amen§

against the High Court deci-
sion upholding the Maratha

Backward Classes (SEBC) Act

weake¥ sections intrgdaceas~Jlaw. They argued that the So-
recently through t @ ially and Educationally

Amendments recalled
Mr. Sibal said the amend-
ments made to Articles 15
and 16 of the Constitution en-
tailed both “empowerment”
and “employment” to the
backward classes. Empower-
ment of backward classes
was a different concept from
mere employment.

Indira Sawhney preceded

1ese amendments.

“Article 15(4) and Article 16
(4) have not been interpreted
in the context of Indira Sawh-
ney [judgment]... There are
sfill a large number of people
who are still backward,” he
submitted.

The appeals have been
filed by individuals from all
walks of life and NGOs

was born under “political
pressure” and in “full de-
fiance” of the rule of law and
equality.

“The Maharashtra govern-
ment has made a mockery of
the rule of law. It has also
used its constitutional pow-
ers arbitrarily and purely for
political gains”, the petitions
said. One of them argued,
“The High Court erred in
concluding that the mere fact
that other OBCs would have
to share their reservation qu-
otas with the Marathas [if the
Marathas were simply includ-
ed in the existing OBC catego-
ry] constitutes an exceptional
circumstance warranting a
breach of the 50 per cent ceil-
ing limit set by Indira Sawh-
ney”.
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.trlkes Hezbollah posts

It says shots were fired from militant positionNn Lebanon

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MANARA

Israel said on Wednesday it
had launched air strikes
against Hezbollah observa-
tion posts in Lebanon after
shots were fired from across
the border towards its
troops the previous evening.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu blamed the
shooting on Shiite militant
group Hezbollah with which
Israel fought a devastating
month-long war in 2006,
and pledged a “forceful” res-
ponse to any further
incidents.

“I advise Hezbollah not to
test  Israel’s  crushing
strength,” he wrote in He-
brew on Twitter.

“Hezbollah is once again
endangering the state of Le-
banon due to its aggression.”

The border flare-up came
hours after Lebanon reject-
ed an Israeli call to reform
the UN peacekeeping force
which patrols the border

An Israeli artillery gun
deployed near the border
with Lebanon. =ap

ahead of a UN Security
Council vote to renew its
mandate.

The Israeli Army had said
earlier that a “security inci-
dent” was unfolding near
Manara, a kibbutz near the
UN-demarcated border bet-
ween the two countries, and
urged residents to take shel-
ter. “During operational ac-
tivity in northern Israel last
night, shots were fired from
Lebanon toward (Israeli)
troops,” the military said on
Twitter.

“We responqded with fire,

the border. This is a sevdxg
event & we remain ready to
combat any threat to our
borders.”

Lebanon’s state-run Na-
tional News Agency (NNA)
reported Israeli gunfire and
flares around the village of
Mays al-Jabal, just across the
border from Manara.

The Israeli Army said
“troops deployed dozens of
illumination rounds and
smoke shells and responded
with fire”.

Afterwards “attack heli-
copters and aircraft struck
Hezbollah observation
posts”. It reported no Israeli
casualties.

Lebanon’s top security
body, the Supreme Defence
Council, decided to file a
complaint to the UN Securi-
ty Council over the Israeli
fire into Lebanon, NNA re-
ported.
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The Prime Minister’s Awards for Excellence in Public
Administration

HRT THR of a¥ 2006 H g U Jqod WHRI o
ﬁﬂ’r/'\q?mﬁ CanRT ENEIIY 3THTUROT ua' ATRAT a:reﬁ I
TdIPR &, 306 Ugdleled 3R 3vg WEhd Hel &
o ‘% wEda A Sptedl & fad  gumassh
EI:?WR" (The Prime Minister’s Awards for Excellence in Public
Administration) T8 bl Teh AlSiall LS |
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s
Asteroid 2018VP1

dridl  (NASA) a?r @I'c," Slere] aaliEfl (Jet Propulsion
Laboratory) H HeX BR fAIX 3ileoide {-CS|o1 (Center for

Near Objects Studies) o AR, 2 ddex, 2020 &I
U 8JgdE 2018VP1 (Asteroid 2018VP1) Y & g &

TS| 7/’



https://www.drishtiias.com/hindi/important-institution/international-organization/national-aeronautics-and-space-administration
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» Asteroid Impact and Deflection Assessment

s AT & HAd AT & ‘S TEedss SRS
¢¥c (Double Asteroid Redirection Test- DART) frereT
3R

9T &Y TSHl (European Space Agency-
ESA) T T @)f- oTeT QMRS
=
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BY 2024, POLLUTION CUT BY 30%

NATIONAL CLEAN AIR il | BUILD CAPACITY
PROGRAMME (NCAP) { BYSETTING UP:

4 | "] National emissi
Cities to be covered: 102 [l Ipwecrubalonsst

GOAL: To meet annual average Air Information Centre
ambient air quality standards | for data analysis

MID-TERM (5 YEARS) TARGET: |~ Source apportionment
Reducing air poliution by | studies

20-30% by 2024, taking 2017 i Guidelines for

as base year | indoor air pollution

HOW: Through city-specificair | Rural monitoring
pollution abatement actionplan | _J stations

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT AGENCIES: World Bank,
German development agency (GIZ), AFD
(French funding agency), Swiss Development
Corporation, Bloomberg Philanthropies
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\\)Iational 821 Air Programme

National Clean Air
Porgramme was
launched on 10th

] anuary@o tackle
the increasing air
pollution across the
country.
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National Clean Air Programme

T[Uﬁ'zl' LG 1JIT'fEI'ﬂWUT (National Green Tribunal) o hald

L'IQ‘IICII*{U , dol U‘q' gieldl< <H>||(’1€-| MOEFCC)
+ TT Faoo CIE| FTIHA (Natlonal Clean Aj rogramm




NATIONAL GREEN
TRIBUNAL
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B Qa, . o
/ C/\(C\la 1 42

. AT gRA ATARIOT (National Green Tribunal -
NGT) I TUYAT 18 s, afr ST
LGRS ET I ICIGE L) (Natlona Green Tribunal
Act), 2010 % dgd T 15 AT|

~ i
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Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel
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SNGT I TUYAT & 1T ARG U6 G99 gyiayor

SITATTShIOT (Specialised Environmental
Tribunal) ¥ &l dTell Gl Al (3R

ggoll faseraeiiel) ¢ &1 AT

6D &>

[hdl ToiehIT el TATYT ol a8 &




Y SAFALTACLASS

- NGT ol +uu<w§faﬁ?r)+’ g, oldih 3 tll{ .
ST HRITE —qO1, HIARAT TG dots, 7 |

Fua g e = //’f -
-Wgﬁaﬂﬁwa‘fﬁﬁm‘%&gxu, NGT
& fod gg ey g & O 3T dTel
qYTaR0T H Heal 6 Few=l & $fi

g SIu| =



gﬂ/ =y SARALIA CLOoS

NGT H Heae, w1 BﬁT fadvs HeEy amfRrer |
HGIRIREGEIREICEIR aldl g 3T fordr ot
HeET HI Tl U W Flﬁr %h—qT ST HohdT| R
=

mwa@rﬁaﬁam%gw—qmnﬁaréswm‘r@r
he, TIHR SaRT Hr S &




Y SAFALTACLASS

NGT ¢aRT ¢ 91w %r/f?lv‘rzrmﬁlﬁrlﬁ EETA]
gafea ~aTeT & fear = W@cﬁ 3]

dehdll B
NGT YITaRoT & W@* SRGEGIEITCT

ATHAT $T Foldrg T e
1. S (Je¥uT fAarer 3R &@3Eon) fefEs,
1974

2. Sl (YquUT fAgrROT IR [FIAU) 3T
AT, 1977
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3. g (Gxeton) rafagA, 1980
4. g (JeyuT fAaror 3R fazEon) srfefEE,

5. UTEROT (TXETOT) iR, 1986}
6. 9ITaI0T (TXET0T) IfAfa#, 1986
%«:ﬁaﬁﬁw RIBIG R 2002_




