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Question No: 1

Article 1 of  Indian Constitution defines India as

(a) Federal State 

(b) Unitary State  

(c) Union of  State 

(d) Quasi-Federal State
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Question No: 2

The pattern of  Centre-State relations in India can be traced  
back to

(a) The U.S. Constitution  

(b) The Government of  India Act, 1935  

(c) Motilal Nehru Committee Report  

(d) Ambedkar's vision

4



Question No: 3

The person appointed by two parties to settle a dispute is  
known as: 

(a) Judge 

(b) Arbitrator  

(c) Solicitor 

(d) Conciliator
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Question No: 4

Right to travel is a fundamental right under 

(a) Article 19 of  the Constitution  

(b) Article 21 of  the Constitution  

(c) Article 14 of  the Constitution  

(d) None of  the above
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Question No: 5

Legal aid for an accused is

(a) Fundamental right  

(b) legal right  

(c) Directive Principles of  State Policy  

(d) Discretion of  State
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Question No: 6

The members of  Constituent Assembly who framed the  
Constitution were:

(a) directly elected by the people  

(b) indirectly elected  

(c) nominated  

(d) appointed by political parties
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Question No: 7

Ambedkar acted in Constituent Assembly as: 

(a) President of  the Assembly  

(b) Chairman of  the Drafting Committee  

(c) the leading spokesman of  weaker sections  

(d) a strong defender of  fundamental rights
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Question No: 8

In India, international treaties are ratified by 

(a) Parliament  

(b) President  

(c) Prime Minister  

(d) The Union Cabinet

10



Question No: 9

It is a constitutional requirement that the Parliament shall  
meet at least 

(a) twice in a year 

(b) thrice in a year  

(c) once in a year 

(d) none of  the above
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Question No: 10

Governor of  a State can be removed by 

(a) impeachment by State Legislature  

(b) the President  

(c) by the State Cabinet  

(d) the Union Government at the request of  the Chief   
Minister
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Question No: 11

Sovereignty under the Constitution belongs to 

(a) the Parliament  

(b) the People  

(c) the Supreme Court  

(d) the President along with Parliament
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Question No: 12

The Supreme Court upheld Mandal Commission Report in 

(a) Bommai v. Union of  India  

(b) Indra Sawhney v. Union of  India  

(c) Unnikrishnan v. Union of  India  

(d) Maneka Gandhi v. Union of  India
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Role, Powers and Functions of  Speaker:

• The Speaker is the head of  the Lok Sabha, and 
its representative. 

• He is the guardian of  powers and privileges of  
the members, the House as a whole and its 
committees. 
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• He adjourns the House or suspends the 
meeting in absence of  a quorum. 

The quorum to constitute a meeting of  the 
House is one-tenth of  the total strength of  the 
House. 
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• He does not vote in the first instance. 

But he can exercise a casting vote in the case 
of  a tie. 

In other words, only when the House is divided 
equally on any question, the Speaker is entitled 
to vote. 

Such vote is called casting vote, and its 
purpose is to resolve a deadlock. 
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• He presides over a joint setting of  the two 
Houses of  Parliament.

Such a sitting is summoned by the President to 
settle a deadlock between the two Houses on a 
bill.
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Joint Sitting of  Two Houses

1. if  the bill is rejected by the other House; 

2. if  the Houses have finally disagreed as to the 
amendments to be made in the bill; or 

3. if  more than six months have elapsed from 
the date of  the receipt of  the bill by the other 
House without the bill being passed by it.
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Since 1950, the provision regarding the joint 
sitting of  the two Houses has been invoked only 
thrice. The bills that have been passed at joint 
sittings are: 

1.Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1960.

2. Banking Service Commission (Repeal) Bill, 
1977.

3. Prevention of  Terrorism Bill, 2002.
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• He decides whether a bill is a money bill or not 
and his decision on this question is final. 

• When a money bill is transmitted to the Rajya 
Sabha for recommendation and presented to 
the President for assent, the Speaker 
endorses on the bill his certificate that it is a 
money bill. 
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• He decides the questions of  disqualification of  
a member of  the Lok Sabha, arising on the 
ground of  defection under the provisions of  
the Tenth Schedule. 

In 1992, the Supreme Court ruled that the 
decision of  the Speaker in this regard is subject 
to judicial review.

(Kihoto Hollohan Vs. Zachilhu (1992).
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• He acts as the ex-officio chairman of  the 
Indian Parliamentary Group which acts as a 
link between the Parliament of  India and the 
various parliaments of  the world. 

He also acts as the ex-officio chairman of  the 
conference of  presiding officers of  legislative 
bodies in the country.
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Pro Tem Speaker :

As provided by the Constitution, the Speaker of  the 
last Lok Sabha vacates his office immediately 
before the first meeting of  the newly-elected Lok 
Sabha. Therefore, the President appoints a 
member of  the Lok Sabha as the Speaker Pro Tem. 
Usually, the seniormost member is selected for 
this. 
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The President himself  administers oath to the 
Speaker Pro Tem. 

The Speaker Pro Tem has all the powers of  the 
Speaker. He presides over the first sitting of  the 
newly-elected Lok Sabha. 
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His main duty is to administer oath to the new 
members. 

He also enables the House to elect the new 
Speaker. 

When the new Speaker is elected by the House, 
the office of  the Speaker Pro Tem ceases to 
exist.

Hence, this office is a temporary office, existing 
for a few days.
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Whip

The office of  ‘whip’, on the other hand, is 
mentioned neither in the Constitution of  India 
nor in the Rules of  the House nor in a 
Parliamentary Statute. 

It is based on the conventions of  the 
parliamentary government.
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He is charged with the responsibility of  
ensuring the attendance of  his party members 
in large numbers and securing their support in 
favour of  or against a particular issue. 

He regulates and monitors their behaviour in 
the Parliament. 

The members are supposed to follow the 
directives given by the whip. Otherwise, 
disciplinary action can be taken.
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Sessions of  Parliament

Summoning 

The president from time to time summons each 
House of  Parliament to meet. 

But, the maximum gap between two sessions of  
Parliament cannot be more than six months. In 
other words, the Parliament should meet at 
least twice a year. 
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There are usually three sessions in a year, viz, 

1. the Budget Session (February to May);

2. the Monsoon Session (July to September); 
and 

3. the Winter Session (November to December).
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Adjournment 

A session of  Parliament consists of  many 
meetings. Each meeting meeting of  a day 
consists of  two sittings, that is, a morning 
sitting from 11 am to 1 pm and post-lunch sitting 
from 2 pm to 6 pm. 

A sitting of  Parliament can be terminated by 
adjournment or adjournment sine die or 
prorogation or dissolution (in the case of  the 
Lok Sabha).
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Prorogation 

The presiding officer (Speaker or Chairman) 
declares the House adjourned sine die, when 
the business of  a session is completed. 

Within the next few days, the President issues a 
notification for prorogation of  the session.

38



39



Lame-duck Session 

It refers to the last session of  the existing Lok 
Sabha, after a new Lok Sabha has been 
elected. 

Those members of  the existing Lok Sabha who 
could not get re-elected to the new Lok Sabha 
are called lame-ducks.
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Articles 52 to 78 in Part V of  the Constitution 
deal with the Union executive. 

The Union executive consists of  the Presi-dent, 
the Vice-President, the Prime Minister, the 
council of  ministers and the attorney general of  
India. 
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The President is the head of  the Indian State. 
He is the first citizen of  India and acts as the 
symbol of  unity, integrity and solidarity of  the 
nation.
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The President is elected not directly by the 
people but by members of  electoral college 
consisting of: 

1. the elected members of  both the Houses of  
Parliament; 

2. the elected members of  the legislative 
assemblies of  the states; and 

3. the elected members of  the legislative 
assemblies of  the Union Territories of  Delhi, 
Jammu & Kashmir and Puducherry.
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