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Question No: 1

India's  Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) is –

A. 120

B. 113

C. 130

D. 119

Ans. B
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Question No: 2

Koneru humpy is associated with……. .

A. Athletic

B. Chess

C. Cricket

D. Tennis

Ans. B
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Question No: 3

Which commission was formed to study the centre-state 

relations ?

A. Punchhi Commission

B. P. V. Rajamannar Commission

C. Sarkaria Commission

D. All of  them

Ans. D 
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Question No: 4

Melghat Tiger Reserve is located in …… .

A. Kerala

B. Maharastra

C. M.P.

D. U.P.

Ans. B
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Question No: 5

Who is the current president of  Poland ?

A. Mateusz Morawiecki

B. Rafał Trzaskowski

C. Andrzej Duda

D. Jarosław Kaczyński

Ans. C
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SC to examine Kerala Act on animal, bird sacrifices

• The Supreme Court has asked the Kerala Government 
to respond to an appeal against the High Court 
decision upholding the constitutional validity of the 
state’s law which prohibits animal or bird sacrifice for 
propitiating a deity.
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• The Supreme Court has agreed to examine the 
constitutional validity of the Kerala Animals and 
Birds Sacrifices Prohibition Act of 1968 that 
prohibits the sacrifice of animals and birds in 
temples to ‘please’ the deity.

• The State law bans the killing of animals and birds 
for religious sacrifices but not for personal 
consumption.
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• The petitioner in his appeal claimed that animal 
sacrifice was an integral part of his religious practice. 
The plea said that the high court order violates 
his fundamental right under Article 25(1) of the 
Constitution.

• The High Court had observed that the Prevention of 
Cruelty Act does not have the word “sacrifice” for the 
purpose of religion.
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Subject to public order, morality and health and 
to the other provisions of  this Part, all persons 
are equally entitled to freedom of  conscience 
and the right freely to profess, practise and 
propagate religion.
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No Tandava in public, SC tells Anand Margis
(Mar 12, 2004)

In a major blow to the 40-year old campaign of  
the Anand Marg sect, the Supreme Court on 
Thursday made it absolutely clear that it cannot 
practice Tandava dance with skull and tridents 
in public as it is not an essential part of  its faith.
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• The judgment is significant in the case of the ousted 
Rajasthan Deputy Chief Minister Sachin Pilot and the 18 
MLAs, who were issued a notice under the anti-defection 
law after the ruling Congress sought their disqualification.

• They have approached the Rajasthan High Court challenging 
the constitutionality of Paragraph 2(1)(a) of the Tenth 
Schedule which makes “voluntarily giving up membership of 
a political party” liable for disqualification.
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‘Judicial review can’t be done prior to Speaker’s 
decision’

Constitutional courts cannot judicially review 
disqualification proceedings under the Tenth 
Schedule (anti-defection law) of the Constitution until 
the Speaker or Chairman makes a final decision on 
merits.
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Kihoto Hollohan versus Zachillu and Others Judgement:

• A 28-year-old judgment of the Supreme Court in Kihoto
Hollohan versus Zachillu and Others has said that 
“judicial review cannot be available at a stage prior to 
the making of a decision by the Speaker/Chairman and 
a quia timet action would not be permissible. Nor 
would interference be permissible at an interlocutory 
stage of the proceedings.”
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• “The only exception for any interlocutory interference 
being cases of interlocutory disqualifications or 
suspensions which may have grave, immediate and 
irreversible repercussions and consequence,” the Bench 
had held.
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Russia accused of trying to steal vaccine data

• Britain, the U.S. and Canada have accused Russia 
of trying to steal information from researchers 
seeking a COVID-19 vaccine.

• The three nations alleged that hacking group 
APT29, also known as Cozy Bear and said to be 
part of the Russian intelligence service, is 
attacking academic and pharmaceutical research 
institutions involved in vaccine development.
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• Cozy Bear and Fancy Bear are the names that 
cybersecurity firms have given to two separate — and 
possibly competing — computer espionage groups 
based in Russia.

• Cozy Bear has been identified by Washington as one of 
two Russian government-linked hacking groups that 
broke into the Democratic National Committee 
computer network and stole emails ahead of the 2016 
presidential election.
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9 parties against digital campaign in Bihar

• A day after the Election Commission (EC) reversed its 
decision to extend postal ballot facility to voters above 
65 years of age, nine opposition parties opposed the 
panel’s move to hold only a digital campaign for the 
upcoming Bihar Assembly election in view of the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

31



• The parties came up with a joint memorandum 
opposing the EC’s decision to prohibit the traditional 
mode of campaign and allow only a ‘virtual election 
campaign’.

• They pointed out that as per the Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI), only 34% of Bihar voters had a 
smartphone.
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• The parties said almost two-thirds of the electorate 
would be left out.

• The election, they argued, would end up being a mere 
formality and it would be a ‘travesty of democratic 
processes’.
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Telecom Regulatory Authority of  India

• It was established by an Act of  Parliament 
(Telecom Regulatory Authority of  India Act, 
1997) to regulate telecom services, including 
fixation/revision of  tariffs for telecom services.

• Head Office: New Delhi

• Chairman: Ram Sewak Sharma
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• The Election Commission of India is an autonomous 
constitutional authority responsible for administering 
Union and State election processes in India.

• The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya 
Sabha, and State Legislative Assemblies in India, and 
the offices of the President and Vice President in the 
country.

• Chief Election Commissioner: Sunil Arora

37



• Part XV of the Indian constitution deals with elections, 
and establishes a commission for these matters.

• The Election Commission was established in accordance 
with the Constitution on 25th January 1950.
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• Article 324 to 329 of the constitution deals with 
powers, function, tenure, eligibility, etc of the 
commission and the member.

• They have a fixed tenure of six years, or up to the age 
of 65 years, whichever is earlier.
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• Originally the commission had only one election 
commissioner but after the Election Commissioner 
Amendment Act 1989, it has been made a multi-
member body.
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T.N. emerges as top investment destination’

• Tamil Nadu has emerged as India’s top investment destination 
in the first quarter of the financial year 2020-21, even as overall 
fresh investment announcements in India slumped to the 
lowest in five years amidst a period marred by the extended 
pandemic-induced lockdown.

• This is according to the ‘Projex Survey’ released by Projects 
Today, an independent firm that tracks investment projects in 
the country.
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The Prime Minister of India, speaking at a high-level 
dialogue of the UN’s Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) on “Multilateralism after COVID-19: What kind 
of UN do we need at the 75th anniversary?”, called for 
reforms within the world body.
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Mobile app KURMA helps save turtles in India

• Tortoise and freshwater turtles are among the most 
trafficked in the country.

• A report released in 2019 by TRAFFIC, an international 
wildlife trade monitoring organisation, showed that at 
least 200 tortoises and freshwater turtles fall prey to 
illicit poaching and smuggling every week, or 11,000 
each year.

45



23 of the 29 species of freshwater turtle and tortoise 
speciesfound in India come under the threatened 
category in the IUCN Red List and are under severe 
existential threat due to human activities.
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• Recently, a number of conservation agencies have 
launched a citizen science initiative, a mobile-based 
application called KURMA, aimed at turtle 
conservation.

• The application has been developed by the Indian 
Turtle Conservation Action Network (ITCAN) in 
collaboration with the Turtle Survival Alliance-India and 
Wildlife Conservation Society-India.
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In a first, Maharashtra to use drones to inspect power 
lines

• Maharashtra has become the first State in the country 
to get the go-ahead to use drones for aerial 

surveillance and inspection of extra high voltage power 
transmission lines and towers.

• The move will reduce risk to staff, slash maintenance 
costs and minimise losses from outages.
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Question No: 1

The capital city of  Poland is –

A. Gaborone

B. Warsaw

C. Luxumberg

D. Paris

Ans. B
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Question No: 2

The Bitcoin scam associated with –

A. Twitter accounts hack

B. Facebook accounts hack

C. Gmail hack

D. Instagram accounts hack

Ans. A
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Question No: 3

The European Union currently counts .........countries.

A. 24

B. 30

C. 26

D. 27

Ans. D
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Question No: 4

Which treaty formed the EU?

A. The Peace of  Westphalia

B. Maastricht Treaty

C. Treaty of  Paris

D. United States negotiated treaties 

Ans. B
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Question No: 5

Indian Army to buy Spike anti-tank missiles from –

A. Israel

B. Russia

C. US

D. France

Ans. A
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Don’t Forget to Like / 
Comment & Share this 

video 
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