


Lame-duck Session 

It refers to the last session of  the existing Lok 
Sabha, after a new Lok Sabha has been 
elected. 

Those members of  the existing Lok Sabha who 
could not get re-elected to the new Lok Sabha 
are called lame-ducks.
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Joint Sitting of  Two Houses

1. if  the bill is rejected by the other House; 

2. if  the Houses have finally disagreed as to the 
amendments to be made in the bill; or 

3. if  more than six months have elapsed from 
the date of  the receipt of  the bill by the other 
House without the bill being passed by it.
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Since 1950, the provision regarding the joint 
sitting of  the two Houses has been invoked only 
thrice. The bills that have been passed at joint 
sittings are: 

1.Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1960.

2. Banking Service Commission (Repeal) Bill, 
1977.

3. Prevention of  Terrorism Bill, 2002.
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While the General Budget has a total of  109 
demands (103 for civil expenditure and 6 for 
defence expenditure), the Railway Budget has 
32 demands. 

Each demand is voted separately by the Lok 
Sabha. During this stage, the members of  
Parliament can discuss the details of  the 
budget. 

They can also move motions to reduce any 
demand for grant. Such motions are called as 
‘cut motion’, which are of  three kinds:
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A.Policy Cut Motion 

It represents the disapproval of  the policy 
underlying the demand. It states that the 
amount of  the demand be reduced to Re 1. The 
members can also advocate an alternative 
policy.
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B. Economy Cut Motion 

It represents the economy that can be affected 
in the proposed expenditure. It states that the 
amount of  the demand be reduced by a 
specified amount (which may be either a 
lumpsum reduction in the demand or ommission
or reduction of  an item in the demand). 
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C. Token Cut Motion 

It ventilates a specific grievance that is within 
the sphere of  responsibility of  the Government 
of  India. It states that the amount of  the 
demand be reduced by Rs 100.
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Passing of  Appropriation Bill 

The Constitution states that ‘no money shall be 
withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund of  India 
except under appropriation made by law’. 
Accordingly, an appropriation bill is introduced 
to provide for the appropriation, out of  the 
Consolidated Fund of  India.
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Consolidated Fund of  India 

It is a fund to which all receipts are credited and 
all payments are debited. In other words, 

(a)all revenues received by the Government of  
India; 

(b) all loans raised by the Government by the 
issue of  treasury bills, loans or ways and means 
of  advances; and 

(c) all money received by the government in 
repayment of  loans forms the Consolidated 
Fund of  India. 

17



All the legally authorised payments on behalf  of  
the Government of  India are made out of  this 
fund. No money out of  this fund can be 
appropriated (issued or drawn) except in 
accordance with a parliamentary law.
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Public Account of  India

All other public money (other than those which 
are credited to the Consolidated Fund of  India) 
received by or on behalf  of  the Government of  
India shall be credited to the Public Account of  
India. 
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This includes provident fund deposits, judicial 
deposits, savings bank deposits, departmental 
deposits, remittances and so on. This account is 
operated by executive action, that is, the 
payments from this account can by made 
without parliamentary appropriation. Such 
payments are mostly in the nature of  banking 
transactions. 
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Contingency Fund of  India

The Constitution authorised the Parliament to 
establish a ‘Contingency Fund of  India’, into 
which amounts determined by law are paid from 
time to time. 

Accordingly, the Parliament enacted the 
contingency fund of  India Act in 1950. 
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This fund is placed at the disposal of  the 
president, and he can make advances out of  it 
to meet unforeseen expenditure pending its 
authorisation by the Parliament.

The fund is held by the finance secretary on 
behalf  of  the president.

Like the public account of  India, it is also 
operated by executive action.
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