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Sessuon ”

It refers to the(last session of the existing Lok
Sabha,|after a new Lok Sabha has been
elected.

Those members of the existing Lok Sabha who
could not get re-elected to the new Lok Sabha
are called lame-ducks.
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Initiative by 3THR IS

Question Hour

The first hour of every parliamentary sitting 1s slotted for this. During this
time, the members ask questions and the ministers usually give answers, The
questions are of three kinds, namely, starred, unstarred and short notice

A starred gquestion (distinguished by an asterisk) requires agf oral answer
and hence supplementary questions can follow. ﬁ
An unstarred question, on the other hand, requires a wfitten answep and

hence, supplementary questions canngtjollow.

A short notice guestion 1s one that 1s asked by giving a notice of less than
It 1s answered orally.
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In addition to the ministers, the questions can also be asked to the private
members. Thus, a question may be addressed to a private member 1If the
subject matter of the question relates to some Bill, resolution or other matter
connected with the business of the House for which that member 1s
responsible. The procedure in regard to such question s the same as that
followed in the case of questions addressed to a minister,

The list of starred, unstarred, short notice questions and questions to
private members are printed in green, white, light pink and yellow colour,
respectively, to distinguish them from one another,
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Zero Hour _~

—

Unlike the question hour, the zero hour i1s not mentioned in the Rules of @

Procedure. Thus 1t 1s an informal device available to the members of the
Parliament to raise matters without any prior notice. The zero hour starts
immediately after the question hour and lasts unfl the agenda for the day (e, M P
regular business of the House) is taken up.(In other words, the time gap
between the question hour and the agenda is known as zero hour Yt 1s an
Indian innovation in the field of parhiamentary procedures and has been in
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No-Conflidence Motion Article 75 of the Constitution says that the
council of ministers shall be collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha. It
means that the ministry stays in office so long as it enjoys confidence of the
majority of the members of the Lok Sabha, In other words, the Lok Sabha
can remove the ministry from office by passing a no-confidence motion. The
otion needs the suppo -W bers to be admitted.
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Special Powers of Rajya Sabha

Due to its federal character, the Rajya Sabha has been given two exclusive or
special powers that are not enjoyed by the Lok Sabha:
can authorise the Parliament to make a law on a subject enumerated ii?

the State List (Article 249)

2. It can authorise the Parhament to create new All-India Services commoﬂ
to both the Centre and states (Aniclc@
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if the bill is rejected by the other House »gdmm“

2. if the Houses have fmally disagreed as to the C)F?%&MQ
amendments to be made in the bill; or —

3. if more thary s have elapsed from
the date of th the bill by the other

House without the bill being passed by it.
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Since 1950, the provision regarding the joint
sitting of the two Houses has been invoked only
thrice. The bills that have been passed at joint
sittings are:

1.Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1960.

2. Banking Service Commission (Repeal) Bill,
1977. o

3. Prevention of Terrorism Bill, 2002.
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m PARLIAMENT

The Constitution refers to the budget as lhc<annual (inancial statcmcnt)ln
other words, the term ‘budget” has nowhere been used in the Constitution. It

15 the popular i me for the “annual financial statement” that has been dealt

—

-

with in Artic he Constitution
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While the General Budget has a total o

demands (103 for civil expenditure and 6 for

ence expenditure), the Railway Budget hasj
mands. |09 +32

Each demand is voted separately by the Lok
Sabha. During this stage, the members of
Parliament can discuss the details of the

budget.

They can also move motlons to reduce any

)

2
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A.Policy Cut Motion =

It represents the disapprmmicy
underlying the demand. It states that the
amount of the demand be reduced t The
members can also advocate an alternative
policy.
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B. Economy Cut Motion

It represents the economy that can be affected
in the proposed expenditure. It states that the

ne demand be reduced by a
specified amou (whlch may be either a
lumpsum reduction in the demand or ommission
or reduction of an item in the demand).
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C. Token Cut Motion

It ventilates a specific grievance that is within
the sphere of responsibility of the Government [~

of India. It states that the-amount of the
demand be reduced b
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Passing of Appropriation Bill

The Constitution states that ‘no money shall be

withdrawn fro solidated Fund of India
except underlappropriation made by law’. @
Accordingly, an iation bill is introduced

to provide for the appropriation, out of the
Consolidated Fund of India.
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Funds

The Constitution of India provides for the following three kinds of funds for
the Central government:

| Consolidated Fund of India (Article
2. Public Account of India (Article 266
3. Contingency Fund of India (Articlg

16
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Consolidated Fund of India =4 b

It is a fund to which all receipts are credited and
all payments are debited. In other words,

(a)all@eceived by the Government of
India;

(b) all d by the Government by the
iIssue of treasury bills, loans or ways and means
of advances; and

(c) all money received by the government irj

repayment of loans forms the Consolidated
Fund of India.
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All the legally authorised payments on behalf of
the Government of India are made out of this
fund. No money out of this fund can be
appropriated (issued or drawn) except in
accordance with a parliamentary law.
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Public Account of India

-y

—_—

All other public money (other than those which
are credited to the Consolidated Fund of India)
received by or on behalf of the Government of
India shall be credited to the Public Account of
India.
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deposits, (savings bank deposits) departmental
deposits, remittances and so on. This account i
operated by : n, that is, the
payments from tr ount can by made
without parliamentary appropriation. Such

payments are mostly in the nature of banking LIC
transactions. -

This includes provide@—nd\dejosits, judicial
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Contingency Fund of India

The Constitution authorised the Parliament to
establish a ‘Contingency Fund of India’, into
which amounts determined by law are paid from
time to time.

Accordingly, the Parliament enactedthe
contingency fund of India Act i @
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This fund is placed at the disposal of the
president, and he can make advances out of it
to meet unforeseen expenditure pending its

authorisation by the Parliament.
The fund is held by the finance secretary on —
behalf of the president.

\

Like the public accetir
operated by W
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