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National Atlas and Thematic Mapping
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» Researchers have turned to Raman @@
Spectroscopy o detect RNA VIruses present in I
saliva samples. g

Y SAFALTACLASS

» Roman Spectroscopy Is a non-destructive
chemical analysis technique which provides
detailed information about chemical structure.
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» However, in case of COVID 19 pandemic, it can
be used only for screening. Because, the RNA
virus detected could be a common cold virus as
well or any other RNA virus such as HIV. |t doesn’t

look for COVID-19 viral-specific signature.

» But, the main benefit here Is that this whole
process of data acquisition and analysis can be
performed within a minute. Since no additional

reagent Is needed there Is no recurring cost.
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» The government, in responding to a writ peftition
filed by an NGO that said confributions to PM
CARES should be transferred entirely to the NDRF,
said that funds like PM CARES were "separate,
different, distinct” from the National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF).

credit the amounts received by PM CARES for

» The Ministry also outrightly rejected a plea to 1
fighting the COVID-19 pandemic into the NDRF.
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Australia end extradition treaty <
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» Australia said that it was suspending its
extradition treaty with Hong Kong in response cQ/va
to a new security law imposed there and
announced measures to attract businesses
from the Asian financial hub.
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» Australia’s Prime Minister has said that the law
INfroduced in Hong Kong was a fundamental
change of circumstances and Australia would
suspend the extradition agreement.

» By doing so, Australia has offered an immigration
pathway for residents fleeing Hong Kong, after
several Western countries aligned with the US,
iIncluding Canada and Britain, infroduced similar
measures to confront China’s security
crackdown in the city.
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Country of origi @- must

» The Union Qv\inis’rry of Consumer Affcirs)has SEIAN
out a reminder 1o all e-commerce portals to
ensure that the “country of origin” of the
products being sold by them should be
mentioned as part of mandatory
declarations.
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Metrology (Packaged Commodifies) Rules,

» The Ministry In ifs reminder invoked the Legoj
T
QQL] :

» These rules make it mandatory for all
manufacturers to declare the package name
and address of the manufacturer, common
and generic name of the commodity, net J
guantity, month and year of manufacturing,
MRP and consumer care details.
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» In addition to ’rhese,@ NEew Provisions
were added for e-commerce websites,
making it compulsory for them to display this
information along with “declaration of
country of origin or manufacture or assembply”
and a clear mention of the expiry date.

» There are punitive provisions in the law
iIncluding fines and also a jail ferm of one
year.
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Govti. notifies draft rules on wages Act

» The Union Labour and Employment Ministry has
published the draft rules framed for the ]

implementation of the Code on Wages Act,
’rhc’r guarantees minimum wages to all

and defines how the wages will be calculated.
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» The Code on Wages is the first of the four
codes proposed by the government, as @
part of its labour law reforms, that was passed
by Parliament in August 2019; Code on @
Industrial Relations, Social Security and _& =
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions being the other three.
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» In the new draft rules, the Centre has reduced—\
normal working hours in a day to(eight hours )<
from nine proposed in the earlier version  ~~ |

released in November 2019.
[
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Owning up to criminalisation in politics
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> In 2004, 24% of the Members of Parliament A
nad criminal cases pending against them. | g« &

» In 2009, Tﬁa’r number went up to 30%.

>In 2014 it further rose o 34% and in 2019 as |
many Gﬁ@f MPs had criminal cases

pending against them. ——
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> Worryingly,f the candidates whao
contested the election in 2019 orf
heinous crimes that include murder;, attempt
fo murder, kidnapping, rape and other crimes

against women.
> W
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{ﬁiupreme Court ruled in the Union of
India(UOI) vs. Association for Democratic @
Reforms case, that every candidate, =

con’reshng an election to the Parliament,
State Legislatures or Municipal Corporation,
has to declare their criminal records, financial
records and educational qualifications.

/
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» Under Section 8 of the Representation of the
People (RP) Act, 1951, lawmakers ¢

contest elections only affer theiy'convictionin ==
a criminal case. @
e

» SC removed this statutory protection of
convicted legislators from immediate

disqualification Mmasw of
India case in 2013.fication via the

7 s
yexry
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» The incorporation of the ‘None of the Above’ '
(NOTA) option in the voting machines was a 2
landmark step in empowering the voters 1o J
force the political parties to field better
candidates, even though there are A
associated concerns with NOTA. N ol

.

—
(This was done via the 2013 judgment
INn People’s Union for Civil Liberties vs. Union of

\India case. u——J
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Solar energy will play big role in Aimqmrbhc@ 4 o

Bharat’: PM .

e
%A 750 MW solar power project in(Rewa district =
I\/\OthC] Pradesh was inaugurateda oy the P rlmej
Minister.

» It was developed by the Rewa Ultra Mega Solar
Limited (RUMSL), a Joint Venture Company of
Madhya Pradesh UrjaVikas Nigam Limited
(MPUVN), and Solar Energy Corporation of Indio
(SECI), a Cenftral Public Sector Undertaking.
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» Solar energy would play a major role in
achieving selt-reliance in energy, essential for
an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' (self-reliant India).

)

» It is In line with India’s commitment to attain
the target of 175 GW of installed renewable
energy capacity by 2022 2022 iINcluding 1OO GW of

solar installed capacit D
i pS . yL Wi
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Fresh push fopedal powerin @

» With public fransport atfected due o the
spread of COVID-19, the Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Ministry has invited cities to

come up with quick solutions for promoting
cycling.

>Theﬁndia Cycles 4 Change Chollenge)ond
an online portal for cities to submit their
proposals were launched by The@%iﬂes

Iv\issiof the Ministry.
— < —~
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» Cities would be encouraged to create
extensive cycling networks using low-cost
methods like pop-up cycle lanes and non-

motorised zones and set up community-led
cycle rental schemes.

» Apart from the 100 cities implementing the
Smart Cities Mission, cifies with a population of

over 5 lakh and capitals of States and Union
Territories can apply.
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IAF gets last o@H-ME Apache attack
helicopfters fro St
et e

» Boeing has handed over the last of the five AH- @
64E Apache attack helicopters to the Indian Air e
Force (IAF). 0,

 ReeY

» Indigcontracted 22 Apache helicopters and
m helicopters from Boeing through the

oreign Military Sales programme of the U.S.
government in September 2015 under a $3 billion
deal.
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» During the India visit of President Donald

Trump in February 2020, India and the U.S.
signed a deal for six additional Apaches for
the Army.
& gu&&\é

/

» Boeing's joint venture in Hyderabad, Tato
Boeing Aerospace Limited, has bbeen
producing aero-structures for the AH-64
Apache helicopter for both the U.S. Army and
Infernational customers
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[U.S. bans quis’rcm’over pilot Iicencej

scandal
=

» The United States has banned Pakistan
International Airlines from operating chartered

flights to+tkhe country after the carrier said
near @o Its pilots would be grounded

over fake or dubious licences.



2 SAFALTAM%V%M

First bus roIIs intg Swabhiman Anchal/after

C%@ S}(depen&l’ence L odiche®
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> Swaphiman Anchal in Odisha’s(Malkangiri
district is considered a stronghold of tThe CP!

(Maoist).

» Situated along the Odisha-Andhra Pradesh
border, Swabhiman Anchal comprising 151
villages was considered as a liberated zone by
the Left ultras.
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~) Unexposed people may have-CQVID-
specifi .W

» AT least five studies have shown that people
unexposed to and not infected with novel
coronavirus may still exhibit T cell responses
specific to nCoV-19.

» |t is possible that peoptewith-a-high level of
ore-existing memor
recognize novel coronen ould mount

a faster and sironger immune response upon
exposure to the virus and thereby limit

(
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» The pre-existing immunity can reduce the
immune responses that the vaccine causes ~
. T o Cj
through a mechanism called the “original | | @
antfigenic sin”.Original anfigenic sin, also | Sc
known as the Hoskins effect. = Jf°

L —
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Govi. must prioritise healthcare spending

» At the seventh economic conclave organised
by State Bank of India, economists have 1

nofed that the government can furn the 1
COVID-19 crisis Info an opportunity by "

investing in heql’rhcore)

» India has historically under-invested in
health and the current increase In allocation
for the health care sector even during the
pandemic is hot substantial either.
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» There is the need 1o recognise that econ/gzic
recovery and health investments are
interlinked. The plan could involve building o
500-bed hospital each, in 250 districts, at a
cost of Rs. 60,000 crore over the next two
years.
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Assam keelbac ed for the first time

edars

» The Assam keelback snake has been
sighted by a team from the Wildlife

Institute of India, Dehradun, for the first
time since 18&
e
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» [nifially known as the Assam

keelback is so far Knowrronly to inhabit
Sivasagar in Upper Assam and Poba reserved
forest in Assam-Arunachal border. As far as
present knowledge goes, Assam keelback is
an endemic snake of Upper Assam.

g
Pt




Y SAFALTACLASS

India’s tiger census of 2018 sets a Guinnessj@ _
world record

b’ |
» India’s tiger census of 2018 has set a Guinness |
record for being the world’s largest camera-

trap wildlife survey.
il S ,g({m f@ MF

» Camera fraps are outdoor photographic
devices fitted with mofion sensors that start
recording when an animal passes by.
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» From these photographs, individual tigers are
identified using stripe-pattern-recognition
software.

» The fourth cycle of the Alllndiq Tiger
| figers, which is

Estimation 2018 countea
Obou@ of the global tiger population.
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= The Museum Of Conflicts

» Hagia Sophia, the sixth century Byzantine
sfructure in Istanbul, was an Eastern Orthodox
patriarchal cathedral for about 200 years, an
Imperial mosque for 482 years and now

currently functions as a museum and a famed
tourist spot. =
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» Hagia Sophia, a UNESCO World Herita it
has been one of the most visited monuments

INn Turkey, and an emblem of Christian-Muslim
co-existence.

» It IS Now being turned into a mosque by
Turkish President Recep LTSYYID Erdoggg. =
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ASEEM

» 10 5[elg, 2020 &I RA TPHR & Hiere fahrd
Ud 3cITATT AT (Ministry of Skil
Development and Entrepreneurship) s 3181+
(ASEEM) TiceT olled fohdT]
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