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Question No: 1 o SAFALTA CLASS

Recently,................ won The Austrian Grand Prix?
A. Max Verstappen

B. Spileberg

C: Valtteri Bottas

D. Lewis Hamilton

Ans. C



Question No: 2 o SAFALTA CLASS

................. has been Chief Scientist of the World Health
Organization since March 2019.

A. Jane Ellison 50
B. M.S. Swaminathan c\ﬂ'\‘&)% O% _—
C. Tedros Adhanom —

9Soumya Swaminathan

—

Ans. D



Question No: 3 o SAFALTA CLASS

Recently, a drug calle has been considered
effective in treating which disease?

A; COVID - 19 C P\Cmﬁ
B.AIDS =

C. Cancer

D. Polio

Ans. A



Question No: 4 o SAFALTA CLASS

Under which Article the Prime minister makes the President
aware of the decisions of the Council of Ministers?

A. Article 72
B. Article 7
@/Articleé%)
D. Article

Ans. C ‘%“ \o\’\%
i 4)/




Question No: 5 o SAFALTA CLASS

Where does the Indus and Zanskar rivers meet?
| ) “

\g;lil-ier:mu valley — ” U*‘M &)\Ck

C. Mansarovar

D. Sindh

Ans. B



China censors Internet in

Under the new law, police can conduct raids without warrants and surveitan

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
IHONG KONG

China has unveiled new pow-

ers to censor Hong Kong’s In-
ternet and access user data
using its feared national se-
curity law - but U.S. tech
giants have put up some re-
sistance  citing  rights
CONCerns.

The online censorship
plans were contained in a
116-page government docu-
ment released on Monday
night that also revealed ex-
panded powers for police, al-
lowing warrantless raids and
surveillance for some nation-
al security investigations,

The city's Chief Executive
- a pro-Beijing appointee -
will have final approval on all
applications for interception
of communications and cov-
ert surveillance operations
to do with national security
cases. Less intrusive surveil-
lance can be approved by se-
nior police officers.

China imposed the law on
semi-autonomous Hong
Kong a week ago, targeting
subversion, secession, terro-
rism and colluding with fo-
reign forces - its wording
kept secret until the moment
it was enacted.

Despite assurances that
only a small number of peo-

ong Kong

Ratommal security

In protest: Pro-democracy lawmakers raising blank papers in protest during a meeting to
discuss the new national security law at the Legislative Council In Hong Kong on Tuesday. =ar

ple would be targeted by the
law, the new details show it is
the most radical change in
Hong Kong's freedoms and
rights since Britain handed
the city back to China in
1997.

“The Hong Kong govern-
ment will vigarously imple-
ment this law,” Chief Execu-
tive Carrie Lam, the city’s
Beijing-appointed  leader,
told reporters on Tuesday.

“And I forewarn those rad-
icals not to attempt to violate
this law, or cross the red line,
because the consequences of
breaching this law are very
serious,”

US. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo spoke out
against “Orwellian™ moves to
censor activists, schools and
libraries since the law was
enacted. “Until now, Hong
Kong flourished because it

allowed free thinking and
free speech, under an inde-
pendent rule of law. No
more,” Mr. Pompeo said.

Online obedience
With pro-democracy books
quickly pulled out of librar-
ies and schools, the govern-
ment signalled in the docu-
ment that it would also
expect obedience online,
Police were granted pow-

ers to control and remove
online information if there
were “reasonable grounds”
to suspect the data breaches
the national security law.
Internet firms and service
providers can be ordered to
remove the information and
their equipment can be
seized. Executives can also
be hit with fines and up to
one year in jail if they refuse
to comply. The companies
are also expected to provide
identification records and
decryption assistance.

Big tech resistance
However, the biggest Ameri-
can tech companies offered
some resistance. Facebook,
Google and Twitter said on
Monday they had put a hold
on requests by Hong Kong's
government or police force
for information on users.

Facebook and its popular
messaging service WhatsApp
would deny requests until it
had conducted a review of
the law that entailed “formal
human rights due diligence
and consultations with hu-
man rights experts,” the
company said in a statement.

Twitter and Google told
AFP that they too would not
comply with information
requests.
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U.S. stance or

The message was reiterated in the context of India’s jet fighter deal with Russia

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN

Despite a change in the
ground realities following
the deadly clash between In-
dia and China along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) last
month, the U.S’s message to
countries, including India,
on sanctions for the pur-
chase of Russian arms has
not changed. This message
was reiterated in the context
of India’s planned jet fighter
deal with Russia at an esti-
mated 318,148 crore.

“We urge all of our allies
and partners to forgo tran-
sactions with Russia that
risk triggering sanctions un-
der the Countering Ameri-
ca’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA),” a
State Department spokes-
person told The Hindu.

Last week, the Defence
Acquisition Council ap-
proved the procurement of
21 MiG-29 fighter jets for the
Indian Air Force (IAF), an
upgrade for 59 of these Rus-
sian aircraft and the acquisi-
tion of 12 Su-30 MKI aircraft.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh had discussed defence

) nchanged

New equupment The Defence Acquisition Council recently
approved the procurement of 21 MiG-29 jets. =FiLe pHoTO

cooperation with Russia
while on a visit to Moscow
two weeks ago.

The State Department spo-
kesperson said a decision
had not been made regarding
the specific transaction. “We
are aware of reports regard-
ing India’s planned defense
purchase from Russia. We
cannot prejudge whether a
specific transaction would
result in sanctions. The Se-
cretary of State has not made
any determination regarding
the significance of any tran-
saction involving India.” The
statement was made in res-
ponse to a query from The
Hindu on whether the U.S.
position had shifted due to
the conflict between India

and China. “There are strict
criteria for considering a
waiver, and each transaction
is evaluated on a case by
case basis,” an unnamed
State Department official
told Janes (a defence and se-
curity magazine) on June 26.

‘Monitoring situation’
The U.S. was continuing to
“closely monitor” the situa-
tion and supported a
“peaceful resolution”, the
spokesperson said.

The U.S. itself has become
increasingly wary of China,
with which it has an exten-
sive  but increasingly
strained economic relation-
ship. Two American aircraft
carriers recently entered the

South China Sea and con-
ducted exercises on July 4
the U.S. Independence Day.
“Our military might stands
strong and will continue to
stand strong, whether it’s in
relationship to a conflict bet-
ween India and China or
anywhere else,” White
House Chief of Staff Mark
Meadows told Fox News on
July 6.

Indian and U.S. bureau-
crats are scheduled to meet
at the India-U.S. Foreign Of-
fice Consultations on Tues-
day afternoon (India time).
The CAATSA issue was not
on the agenda, but the U.S.
was free to raise any issues,
said an Indian official.

The U.S. President was gi-
ven the authority in 2018 to
waive CAATSA sanctions on
a case by case basis for fiscal
year 2019. However, U.S. of-
ficials have repeatedly stat-
ed that India should not as-
sume it will get a waiver.
These remarks were made
in the context of India’s
planned purchase of the
S-400 Triumf missile de-
fence system from Russia for
about $5 billion.
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ﬁ:ountering America’s Adversaries through Sanctions
Act (CAATSA)}is a legislation introduced in the United
States that aims to counter anti-US aggression

displayed by countries like Iran, North Korea an

through a series of punitive measures.

* Among the provisions of CAATSA are secondary
sanctions on countries that are found to be dealing
with the Russian defence and intelligence sectors.



Big flap: golden birdwing
is India’s largest butterfly

It dethroned a specimen found by a British Brigadier in 1932

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI

A Himalayan butterfly
named golden birdwing is
now India’s largest, a record
the southern birdwing held
for 88 years.

With a wingspan of 194
mm, the female of the
species is marginally larger
than the southern birdwing
(190 mm) that Brigadier
William Harry Evans, a
British military officer and
lepidopterist, recorded in
1932. But the male golden
birdwing (Troides aeacus) is
much smaller at 106 mm.

The new measurements
of this and 24 other species
of butterflies were
published in the latest issue
of Bionotes, a quarterly
newsletter for research on
life forms. Shristee Panthee
of the University of Chinese
Academy of Sciences in
Yunnan and Peter Smetacek
of the Butterfly Research
Centre at Bhimtal in
Uttarakhand are the authors
of the study.

Brigadier Evans’s record
“The hitherto largest Indian
butterfly that Brigadier
Evans recorded in 1932 was
an individual of the
southern birdwing (Troides
minos), which was then
treated as a subspecies of
the common birdwing,” Mr.
Smetacek told The Hindu

Aan Tnecdav

smaller wingspan than the female. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

he added.

While the female golden
birdwing was recorded from
Didihat in Uttarakhand, the
largest male was from the
Wankhar Butterfly Museum
in Shillong.

According to the authors,
the only measurement used
in the study of Lepidoptera
is wingspan — a simple
concept with various
interpretations of the term.

“Some older authors
measured a straight line
between the forewing
apices (pointed ends or tips)
of pinned specimens. This
was controversial, since the
same butterfly could have
different wingspans,
depending on the position
of its forewings in relation
to each other” the stiidv

measured a butterfly from
the centre of the thorax to
the tip of the forewing apex
and doubled the result. His
contribution was to provide
the wingspans of all
butterfly species then
known from the Indian
subcontinent and his book
is still the standard work on
the subject.

The updated wingspan of
three species — all from
Uttarakhand — after the
golden birdwing are the
common windmill (Byasa
polyeuctes) at 98 mm, the
great windmill (Byasa
dasarada) at 96 mm, and
the common peacock
(Papilio bianor) at 78 mm.

The smallest is the
quaker (Neopithecops

~almora) with a winespan of

Q4 =) Wing P2
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Jair Bolsonaroltests \7 ez
L; (5T @ £

positive for COVID-19

Brazil President says his lungs are clean, fever has subsided

ASSOCIATED PRESS
RIO DE JANEIRO

Brazil’s President Jair Bolso-
naro says he has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 after
months of downplaying the
virus’ severity.

Mr. Bolsonaro confirmed
the test results while wear-
ing a mask and speaking to
reporters in capital Brasilia.

“I'm well, normal. I even
want to take a walk around
here, but I can’t due to med-
ical recommendations,” Mr.
Bolsonaro said.

The President has often
appeared in public to shake
hands with supporters and
mingle with crowds, at times
without a mask. He has said
that his history as an athlete
would protect him from the
virus, and that it would be
nothing more than a “little

Jair Bolsonaro

flu” were he to contract it.

Brazil, the world’s sixth
most populous nation, with
more than 210 million peo-
ple, is one of the global hot
spots of the pandemic.

On Monday, Mr. Bolsona-
ro told supporters in Brasilia
that he underwent an X-ray

of his lungs that showed they
were clean, and that he
would be tested for CO-
VID-19. On Tuesday, he told
CNN Brasil that his fever had
subsided.

No masks

Over the weekend, the Brazi-
lian leader celebrated the
U.S. Independence Day with
the nation’s Ambassador to
Brazil, then shared pictures
on social media showing
him with his arm around the
Ambassador alongside sev-
eral Ministers and aides.
None wore masks, despite
being in close quarters.

The U.S. Embassy said on
Twitter on Monday that Am-
bassador Todd Chapman is
not showing any COVID-19

symptoms but would be test-

ed.
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BRAZIL: FAST FACTS

« Capital: Brasilia~

 Parliament: National Congress *

* Currency: Brazilian Real -

* Brazil is the world's fifth-largest country by

and the sixth most populous
— =
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egion reportlague case

* A herdsman in China’s northern Inner Mongolia region
has been confirmed to have the bubonic plague.

—/

* According to China’s National Health Commission, at

least five people have died from it sinc

* The highly-contagious plague is rare in China and can
be treated.

15
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Bubonic Plague: - e

* Bubonic Plague first appeared in the 14th century and
surfaced for a second time in London in 1665 and killed
about 20% of its population. -

» The outbreak tapered off in 1666.

* The bubonic plague is caused by th@ Yersinia
pestis. It can spread through contact with infected
Tleas.
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* It is a world-renowned textil@

%
e Zardozi is an art patronised by the Mughals that
involves weaving metallic threads on fabric to create
Intricate patterns.

17
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* It flourished during the reign of@imperoﬁ@

e Zardozi is a Persian word that means “Sewing with gold
string”. —

» Lucknow Zardozi has a@eographical Indication tag.
) R

19



Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary ( ™ @n) ~¥ SAFALTACLASS

¢ 3TH TIPR o Cfgdl Uehls dodoild HIRTY
(Dehmg Patkai Wildlife Sanctuar )ch Ueh TSI
(Natlonal Park) & &9 H 39S il

o fo=ar — —
* 3TTH TIHR SdRT IE TIVUTT ‘ST Jeahrs ‘ !

(Dehing Patkai EIephant Reserve) H IS Jo
EI’I'SC’%(Natlonal Board of Wildlife- NBWL) cdI HITAT Yool
IRIASTAT & Tl il & fafAes | (Coal India Limited-
CIL) T FAT AL &7 & F& HelA g H TS g
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IS gegsilg 915 (National Board for Wildlife-
NBWL):

{do-u CICEIREEG ) Hfﬁﬁ'ﬂ? 1972)3? Jded ay
2003 H TSI dodoild SIS &l ST [T =T
AT

Trwa?:r Jgaig a2 W@@f qaared
Holl # Hafed g & & SR FT gl
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Annual Tuberculosis Report, 2020

BT &1 # T 3R IRAR HedToT HAT' ( Ministry of

SN—

Health and Fam|I elfare) =1k clth-Ioi HRIGH o ATSIH o
giiseh dufceh ( %iicﬂé, 2020 (AnnuaITubercuI05|s
Report, 2020)3nfr Mg g
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g%m A« REe, 2020 & 3[ER, a¥ 2019 &
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Quota Bill Approved ir@

According to the bill, Indians should not exceed 15% of
the population and if it is enacted into law, ove

Indians could be forced out of Kuwait.

28
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Persian Gulf Region

g

* The lands around the Persian Gulf are shared by eight/
countries namely, Bahrain, Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)

=
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World Bank's Support to India for MSMEs
ind the Government of

agreement for
ogramme for Micro, Small,

Recently, the World Bank
India has sighed the USL
an Emergency Response
and Medium Enterprises

31



Earlier and Revised Definition of MSMEs 4 SAFALTA CLASS
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Earlier MSME Classification 00 :
Criteria: Investment in Plant & Machinery or Equipment D g

Manufacturing  Investment — Investment Investment

Enterprises < <325 lac <X 5Cr =3¥10cr
Services _ Investment Investment Investment
Enterprise <% 10 lac <R 2CrL «vher
Revised MSME Classification ﬁd oW
Composite Criteria: Investment and Annual Turnover - /
Classification i Medium
‘v:, Z Investment Investment  Investment
Manufactunng <1cr. & <¥10cr.& <RX20cr. &
& Services Turnover —  Turnover Turnover
<X B Cr < I 50 cr. <% 100cr.

Source: Ministry of Finance
32
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* Indian government has announced R

collateral-free assistance or sovereign credit
guarantee under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

* The MSME sector is central to India’s growth and job
creation and will be key to the pace of India’s economic
recovery, post Covid-19.
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VA
/Gandhi Peace Prize | ask - Fas L
* The International Gandhi Peace Prize, named N o35 KCQ
after Mahatma Gandhi, is awarded annually by Ao \s
the G t of India. N : N
e Government of India N J.Y\k‘g Pred

* As a tribute to the ideals espoused by Gandhi, the
Government of India launched the International Gandhi
Peace Prize i n the occasion of thh birth

anniversary of-Mohandas Gandhi.
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* Vivekananda Kendra, Kanyakumari for the
yearor their contribution in Rural Development,
Education, Development of natural resources.
. Fojointly to Akshaya Patra Foundation for its
J

contribUtion in providing mid-day meals to millions of
children across India and Sulabh International for its
contribution in improving the condition of sanitation

in India and emancipation of manual scavengers.
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* Ekal Abhiyan Trust for the year 2017 for their
contribution in providing Education for Rural and Tribal
Children in remote areas pan India, Rural
Empowerment, Gender, and Social Equality.

y//Shri Yohei Sasakawa for the year 2018 for his
contribution in Leprosy Eradication in.(ﬂband across
the world. L—
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Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and
Development

First awarded:1986

2019: Sir David Attenborough

C L/@@LD“B
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Indira Gandhi Award fo(\lational Integrati@

The Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration is a
prestigious award accorded by the Indian National &

Congress, after former Prime Minister of India Indira
Gandhi.

38
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This Award is given annually starting from 1985 to
distinguished persons/institutions for promoting
national integration and understanding and fellowship
amongst religious groups, communities, ethnic groups
cultures, languages and traditions of India and the
strengthening, through thought and action of the
nation's sense of solidarity

-
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/

¢ 2018:(C <hand| Prasad Bhatt

°/Chandi Prasad Bhatt (born 1934) is an

Indian Gandhian environmentalist and social activist,

who founded Dasholi Gram Swarajya Sangh (DGSS) ~
in Gopeshwar in 1964, which later became a mother-
organization to the ( Chipko Movement in which he was 5 \@

one of the pioneers. \_
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* He was awarded the Ramon Magsaysay Award for
Community Leadership in 1982, followed by the Padma

Bhushan in 2005. — —
—_—

* Today he is known for his work on subaltern social
ecology, and considered one of India's first modern

L —

environmentalist.

/

/

. |@e was the recipient of the Gandhi Peace Prize.




