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C sets up panel to look
into J&K Internet curbs

Pleas sought restoration of 4G facility

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Jammu and Kashmir go-
vernment’s orders do not
reveal any reason for mak-
ing mobile 4G Internet inac-
cessible across the Union
Territory (UT), the Supreme
Court said in an order on
Monday.

Besides, the government
orders snipping the Internet
speed to 2G were meant to
operate for only a limited
time.

“Although the present or-
ders indicate that they have
been passed for a limited
period of time, they do not
provide any reasons to re-
flect that all the districts of
the Union Territory of Jam-
mu and Kashmir require the
imposition of such restric-
tions. At the same time, we
do recognise that the Union

quired to be taken into con-
sideration,” a three-judge
Bench led by Justice N.V. Ra-
mana observed in the 19-
page order.

The order was based on
petitions filed separately by
media professionals, school
associations and private citi-
zens claiming that lack of ac-
cess to high-speed Internet
in J&K had crippled medical
efforts to contain the CO-
VID-19 contagion and pulled
the rug under online educa-
tion and businesses. The go-
vernment, on the other
hand, maintained that high-
speed Internet was a facilita-
tor of terrorism in the UT.

The top court appointed
a special committee led by
the Union Home Secretary
to “immediately” determine
the necessity of continuing
the restrictions.
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The Kerala High Court, In  Faheema Shirin v. the State
of Kerala case, declared the right to Internet access as

a fundamental right forming a part of the right tc
privacy and the right to education under Arof

the Constitution . A
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The Supreme Court refrained from the view on ?/

declaring the right to access the Internet as a
fundamental right but still went on to make the Internet
as an Integral part of the freedom of expression
guaranteed under Article 19 (1) of the Constitution.
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/ Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and

expression, provides every citizen with the right to

I

express one's views, opinions, beliefs, and —

convictions freely by word of mouth, writing,
printing, picturing or in any other manner.

) Artlcl confers the right on the State to

impose reasonable restrictions on the exercise of

the freedom of {eech and expression on the

grounds of,

ﬁ: Sovereignty an@ of India,

of the state,

« Friendly relations with foreign states,

Public order, decency or morality,

N Contempt of court, defamation, and incitement to
an offence.
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Article @declares that no person shall bﬂ /Qﬁ 3@ <| %/

J
deprived of his life or personal liberty except <
according to procedure established by law. This S \ 3 )

right is available to bo@ anc

Articl tates that the State shall provide free% o

and compulsory education to all children of the

age of six to fourteen years in such manner as the '

State By law may determine.
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UN view on this: //

UN, i ade a series of statements

N .
collectively describing that internet access as

a basic human right.
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